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PCA Certificated Surveyor of Dampness in Buildings Sample Questions (Q96-
Q101):
NEW QUESTION # 96 
To diagnose rising damp, the surveyor should:

A. Rely solely on visual appearance
B. Never use any testing equipment
C. Use a combination of methods including moisture meters, calcium carbide testing, salt analysis, and structural inspection
D. Only observe colour changes

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 97 
Mechanical ventilation systems (such as heat recovery ventilation) help control condensation by:

A. Increasing moisture
B. Eliminating all air movement
C. Reducing heating
D. Providing continuous fresh air supply while retaining heat, maintaining adequate air change rates

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 98 
When assessing timber decay (particularly dry rot - Serpula lacrymans) in relation to dampness, the surveyor must understand that:

A. Fungal decay stops growth when treated with biocide alone
B. Damp above 20% moisture content creates conditions for fungal growth; treating damp is essential for timber remediation
C. Damp and decay are unrelated
D. Dry rot causes damp

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 99 
BS 5250:2021 section on kitchen ventilation requires:

A. No ventilation
B. Continuous or background ventilation with additional extract during cooking (minimum rates specified)
C. Opening windows only
D. Ventilation only in winter

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 100 
A surveyor diagnoses condensation in a kitchen with persistent black mould despite recent cleaning. The underlying cause is likely:

A. Penetrating damp
B. Structural failure
C. Inadequate extraction ventilation, high moisture generation from cooking, and insufficient heating
/insulation
D. Rising damp
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Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 101
......
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