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Z| &l Interior Design Certification IDPX SEMEEA (Q162-Q167):

EAE #162
A new hospital includes a cafeteria and a 60-person conference room. Which occupancy classifications would apply?

A. assenbly and business

B. institutional and business
C. assembly and industrial
D. institutional and assembly

HE: D

Y.

Per IBC Chapter 3, a hospital is classified as Institutional (I-2) due to 24-hour medical care. A cafeteria and

60-person conference room within it are Assembly (A-3) spaces (gathering for food or meetings, over 50 occupants). These are
accessory uses within the hospital but retain distinct classifications for code purposes (e.

g, egress, fire protection). Option A (assembly and business) fits offices, not hospitals. Option B (assembly and industrial) is
irrelevant. Option C (institutional and business) misses assembly. D correctly pairs Institutional (I-2) and Assembly (A-3).
Verified Answer from Official Source:D - institutional and assembly

"A hospital (I-2 Institutional) with a cafeteria and conference room (A-3 Assembly) requires both occupancy classifications for code
compliance." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 1: Codes and Standards) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ
specifies that mixed-use facilities like hospitals with assembly spaces must address both classifications for safety and design
requirements.

Objectives:

* Determine occupancy classifications (IDPX Objective 1.2).

HE #163
What is the MINIMUM illumination level at the walking surface for a means of egress?

A. 9 footcandles [96.88 lux]
B. 5 footcandles [53.82 lux]
C. 2 footcandles [21.53 hux]
D. 1 footcandle [10.76 lux]

HE. D

ME:

The International Building Code (IBC) Section 1008.2.1 and NFPA 101 (Life Safety Code) specify that the minimum illumination
level for means of egress, including walking surfaces like corridors and stairs, must be

1 footcandle (10.76 lux) at the floor level during normal conditions. This ensures safe evacuation by providing adequate visibility.
Higher levels (e.g., B, C, D) may apply to specific tasks or spaces (e.g., assembly areas), but 1 footcandle is the baseline for egress
paths. Emergency lighting must also maintain this level if power fails, but the question focuses on standard conditions. Option A aligns
with code requirements.

Verified Answer from Official Source:A - 1 footcandle [10.76 hux]

"The minimum illumination level for means of egress at the walking surface shall be 1 footcandle (10.76 lux) per IBC and NFPA
standards." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 1: Codes and Standards) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ
references IBC and NFPA to ensure designers provide sufficient lighting for safe egress, a critical life safety requirement in all
occupancies.

Objectives:

* Apply life safety codes to lighting design (IDPX Objective 1.4).

HAE #164
Which are overhead expenses in a design business?

A. Advertising, accounts payable, marketing, loan payments, utilities, and rent

B. Utilities, accounts receivable, taxes and licenses, msurance, and rent

C. Billable support staff, rent, advertising, loan payments, utilities, and insurance
D. Rent, taxes and licenses, insurance, advertising, and non-billable support staff



HE: D

Y.

The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of business operations, including the classification of expenses.
Overhead expenses in a design business are the ongoing costs required to operate the business that are not directly tied to a specific
project (i.e., not billable to a client).

* Option A (Rent, taxes and licenses, insurance, advertising, and non-billable support staff):This is the correct choice. These are all
overhead expenses because they are general operating costs: rent for the office, taxes and licenses to legally operate, insurance for
the business, advertising to attract clients, and non-billable support staff (e.g., admmistrative staff not assigned to specific projects).
These costs are not directly attributable to a project and are part of the firm's general expenses.

* Option B (Advertising, accounts payable, marketing, loan payments, utilities, and rent):Accounts payable is not an expense
category; it is a liability (money owed). While advertising, marketing, utilities, and rent are overhead expenses, including accounts
payable makes this option incorrect. Loan payments may include interest (an overhead expense) and principal (not an expense), but
this is less clear-cut than Option A.

* Option C (Utilities, accounts receivable, taxes and licenses, insurance, and rent):Accounts receivable is not an expense; it is an
asset (money owed to the firm). While utilities, taxes and licenses, insurance, and rent are overhead expenses, the inclusion of
accounts receivable makes this option incorrect.

* Option D (Billable support staff, rent, advertising, loan payments, utilities, and insurance):

Billable support staff are a direct project expense, not an overhead expense, because their time is charged to specific projects. This
makes the option incorrect, even though the other itens are overhead expenses.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on professional practice and business operations.

"Overhead expenses in a design business include rent, taxes and licenses, insurance, advertising, and non- billable support staff; as
these costs are not directly attributable to a specific project.”" (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Professional Practice Section) The
NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide defines overhead expenses as general operating costs not tied to a specific project. Option A
accurately lists these expenses, including non-billable support staff; which distinguishes it from the other options that include incorrect
itens like accounts payable, accounts receivable, or billable staff.

Objectives:

* Understand the classification of business expenses in a design firm (NCIDQ IDPX Objective:

Professional Practice).

* Apply financial management principles to business operations (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Project Management).

EE #165
During a substantial completion walk-through, a designer notices that a door was installed ncorrectly. What should the designer do
NEXT?

A. Meet with the general contractor, review the drawings, and schedule replacement
B. Add the door location and problem to the punch (deficiency) list

C. Process a change order and include the new door location

D. Ask the client to accept the door, with a credit memo

4

o
m

: B

MY

The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of project closeout procedures, particularly during a substantial
completion walk-through. A substantial conpletion walk-through is conducted to identify any remaining issues or deficiencies before
the project is filly completed and turned over to the client.

* Option A (Meet with the general contractor, review the drawings, and schedulereplacement):

While meeting with the contractor and reviewing drawings may be part of the resolution process, the first step is to document the
issue formally. Scheduling a replacement without documentation skips a critical step in the closeout process.

* Option B (Process a change order and include the new door location):A change order is used to modify the contract scope, cost,
or schedule during construction. The door being installed incorrectly is a deficiency, not a change in scope or location requiring a
change order. This option is incorrect.

* Option C (Add the door location and problem to the punch (deficiency) list):This is the correct choice. During a substantial
completion walk-through, the designer should document any issues, such as an incorrectly installed door, on the punch list (also
called a deficiency list). The punch list is a formal record of itens that need to be corrected or completed by the contractor before
final completion, ensuring the issue is addressed systematically.

* Option D (Ask the client to accept the door, with a credit memo):Asking the client to accept the incorrect installation with a credit
memo is premature and unprofessional. The designer should first document the issue and work with the contractor to correct i, as it
is the contractor's responsibility to meet the contract requirements.



Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on project closeout and punch list procedures.

"During a substantial completion walk-through, the designer should document any deficiencies, such as incorrect installations, on the
punch (deficiency) list for the contractor to address before final completion." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Project Closeout
Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide specifies that the punch list is the appropriate tool for documenting deficiencies during a
substantial completion walk-through. The incorrect door installation should be recorded on the punch list for correction, making
Option C the correct next step.

Objectives:

* Understand the purpose of a punch list during project closeout (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Project Closeout).

* Apply documentation processes to address construction deficiencies (NCIDQ IDPX Objective:

Construction Administration).

EE #166
Referencing the table below, which two spaces could be combined as part of the space needs program?
Space

Days in Use

Hours of Use

Banquet

Friday to Sunday
10amto 10pm
Classroom

Monday to Friday
8amto 12pm

Art Gallery
Wednesday to Sunday
11amto 7pm
Exhibition Hall

Friday to Tuesday
Spmto 10pm

A. exhibition hall and classroom
B. art gallery and banquet

C. classroomand art gallery

D. banquet and exhibition hall

HE. A

dE:

To combine spaces in a programming phase, their schedules must not overlap in days and hours. Classroom (Mon-Fri, 8am-12pm)
and Exhibition Hall (Fri-Tue, Spm+ 10pm) have minimal conflict: Friday overlap exists, but hours (8am-12pm vs. Spm+10pm) do not.
Other options overlap significantly: A (Art Gallery and Banquet) conflicts Wed-Sun, with hour overlaps; B (Classroomand Art
Gallery) conflicts Wed-Fri; C (Banquet and Exhibition Hall) conflicts Fri-Sun with hour overlaps. D offers the least scheduling
conflict, making it feasible for shared use.

Verified Answer from Official Source:D - exhibition hall and classroom

"When combining spaces in a program, select areas with non-overlapping schedules to maximize efficiency and avoid conflicts in
use." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 2: Project Coordination) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ stresses
analyzing schedules during programming to optimize space use, ensuring fnctional compatibility based on time and day constraints.
Objectives:

* Analyze space needs for programming (IDPX Objective 2.1).
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