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Pure Storage FlashArray Architect Associate Sample Questions (Q55-Q60):
NEW QUESTION # 55 
What is the minimally required FlashArray model that includes the DirectCompress Accelerator (DCA)?

A. FlashArray//XL130
B. FlashArray//X70 R4
C. FlashArray//X70 R3
D. FlashArray//X90 R4

Answer: B

Explanation:
The DirectCompress Accelerator (DCA) is a hardware component introduced in certain FlashArray models to enhance inline data
compression performance. To determine the minimally required FlashArray model that includes DCA, let's analyze the options:
Analysis of Options:
A). FlashArray//X70 R4:
The FlashArray//X70 R4 was the first model to include the DirectCompress Accelerator (DCA). This makes it the minimally
required model for DCA support.
B). FlashArray//X70 R3:
The FlashArray//X70 R3 does not include the DCA. It relies on software-based compression, which is less efficient than hardware-
accelerated compression.
C). FlashArray//X90 R4:
The FlashArray//X90 R4 includes DCA but is a higher-tier model than the X70 R4. While it supports DCA, it is not the minimal
requirement.
D). FlashArray//XL130:
The FlashArray//XL130 is a high-performance model that includes DCA, but it is overkill for this requirement and not the minimal
model.
Recommendation:
The correct answer is
A). FlashArray//X70 R4, as it is the first model to include the DirectCompress Accelerator (DCA).
Reference: FlashArray Hardware Specifications:
FlashArray Models
Details the features and capabilities of each FlashArray model.
DirectCompress Accelerator Overview:
DirectCompress Accelerator
Explains the benefits and availability of DCA.

NEW QUESTION # 56 
An admin is setting up replication and has set up a Protection Group.
What are the three choices when adding Members? (Select three.)

A. Add Snapshots
B. Add Hosts
C. Add Host Groups
D. AddHBAWWN
E. Add Volumes

Answer: A,C,E

Explanation:
When setting up replication on a Pure Storage FlashArray, an admin creates a Protection Group to define which entities will be
replicated to a remote FlashArray. When adding members to a Protection Group, there are three valid choices: Volumes,
Snapshots, and Host Groups. Here's a breakdown of each option:
Choices for Adding Members:
Add Volumes:
Volumes are the primary entities that can be added to a Protection Group. Replication ensures that the data within these volumes is
copied to the remote FlashArray.
This is the most common use case for replication, especially for protecting critical data such as databases or virtual machine disks.
Add Snapshots:



Snapshots of volumes can also be added to a Protection Group. This allows point-in-time copies of the data to be replicated to the
remote array.
Snapshots are useful for disaster recovery scenarios where you need to restore data to a specific point in time.
Add Host Groups:
Host Groups can be added to a Protection Group to replicate all volumes associated with the host group. This simplifies
management when multiple volumes are tied to a single application or server.
Replicating Host Groups ensures that all related volumes are protected together, maintaining consistency across the workload.
Incorrect Options:
A). Add Hosts:
Hosts themselves cannot be directly added to a Protection Group. Instead, replication focuses on the data (volumes) or logical
groupings (host groups) associated with the hosts.
E). Add HBA WWN:
HBA WWNs (World Wide Names) are identifiers for Fibre Channel adapters and are not relevant to replication or Protection
Groups. They are used for zoning and connectivity but do not play a role in defining replication members.
Final Recommendation:
The correct options are
B). Add Volumes ,
C). Add Snapshots, and
D). Add Host Groups, as these are the valid entities that can be added to a Protection Group for replication.
Reference: Pure Storage Protection Groups Documentation:
Pure Storage Protection Groups
Provides detailed guidance on creating and managing Protection Groups.
Pure Storage Replication Best Practices:
Pure Storage Replication Best Practices
Explains how to configure replication for volumes, snapshots, and host groups.
Pure Storage Architectural Guides:
Pure Storage Architectural Guides
Covers architectural considerations for replication and disaster recovery.

NEW QUESTION # 57 
Which Evergreen//Forever benefit allows a customer to trade in an existing 12 TB shelf for a new 60 TB shelf while only paying for a
48 TB increase?

A. Capacity Consolidation
B. Right-Size Guarantee
C. Love Your Storage
D. Flat is Fair Maintenance

Answer: B

Explanation:
The Right-Size Guarantee is an Evergreen//Forever benefit that allows customers to trade in existing storage shelves for newer,
higher-capacity shelves while only paying for the incremental capacity increase. In this scenario, the customer can trade in a 12 TB
shelf for a 60 TB shelf and only pay for the additional 48 TB of capacity.
Why This Matters:
The Right-Size Guarantee ensures that customers can upgrade their storage infrastructure without overpaying for capacity they
already own. This aligns with Pure Storage's commitment to providing flexible and cost-effective storage solutions.
By leveraging this benefit, the customer can modernize their storage environment while optimizing costs.
Why Not the Other Options?
A). Capacity Consolidation:
Capacity Consolidation refers to the ability to consolidate workloads onto fewer arrays or shelves, but it does not specifically
address trading in existing shelves for higher-capacity ones at a reduced cost.
B). Flat is Fair Maintenance:
Flat is Fair Maintenance ensures predictable and consistent maintenance pricing over time, but it does not apply to upgrading or
trading in storage shelves.
D). Love Your Storage:
Love Your Storage is a program that provides hardware upgrades and enhancements, but it does not directly relate to trading in
shelves for capacity increases.
Key Points:
Right-Size Guarantee: Allows customers to trade in existing shelves for higher-capacity shelves at a reduced cost.



Cost Optimization: Ensures customers only pay for the incremental capacity increase, reducing total cost of ownership (TCO).
Evergreen Benefits: Part of Pure Storage's commitment to delivering flexible and future-proof storage solutions.
Reference: Pure Storage Evergreen//Forever Documentation: "Understanding the Right-Size Guarantee" Pure Storage Whitepaper:
"Evergreen Architecture and Subscription Benefits" Pure Storage Knowledge Base: "How to Leverage the Right-Size Guarantee"

NEW QUESTION # 58 
A customer has deployed an ActiveCluster solution with Uniform Configuration. The customer wants to make sure that all host
connections are configured to the array according to best practices.
What Fibre Channel connections should the architect recommend for the customer to use?

A. A single connection from each controller through two fabrics
B. A single connection from each controller through a single fabric
C. Crossed connections from each controller through a single fabric
D. Dual connections from each controller through two fabrics

Answer: D

Explanation:
For an ActiveCluster solution with Uniform Configuration, the architect should recommend dual connections from each controller
through two fabrics to ensure high availability and redundancy in Fibre Channel connectivity.
Why This Matters:
Dual Connections:
Each controller should have dual connections to provide redundancy and fault tolerance. If one connection fails, the other ensures
uninterrupted communication between the host and the array.
Two Fabrics:
Using two independent Fibre Channel fabrics (e.g., Fabric A and Fabric B) ensures that there is no single point of failure in the
network infrastructure. This aligns with best practices for ActiveCluster deployments.
Why Not the Other Options?
B). A single connection from each controller through two fabrics:
A single connection per controller does not provide sufficient redundancy. If the connection fails, the host may lose access to the
array.
C). Crossed connections from each controller through a single fabric:
Using a single fabric introduces a single point of failure. Additionally, "crossed connections" are not a standard or recommended
configuration for ActiveCluster.
D). A single connection from each controller through a single fabric:
This configuration lacks both redundancy at the connection level and at the fabric level, making it highly vulnerable to failures.
Key Points:
Redundancy: Dual connections and two fabrics ensure fault tolerance and high availability. Best Practices: Aligns with Pure Storage's
recommendations for ActiveCluster deployments. Uniform Configuration: Ensures consistent and reliable connectivity across all hosts
in the cluster.
Reference: Pure Storage FlashArray Documentation: "ActiveCluster Best Practices for Fibre Channel Connectivity" Pure Storage
Whitepaper: "Designing High-Availability Solutions with ActiveCluster" Pure Storage Knowledge Base: "Configuring Host
Connections for ActiveCluster"

NEW QUESTION # 59 
What metric is used to compute billing when customers leverage the Evergreen//One offering?

A. Total capacity installed
B. Capacity provisioned to hosts
C. Raw capacity consumed
D. Effective capacity consumed

Answer: D

Explanation:
When customers leverage the Evergreen//One offering, billing is based on the effective capacity consumed.
Why This Matters:
Effective Capacity Consumed:
Evergreen//One is a subscription-based model where customers pay for the logical capacity they consume after applying data



reduction techniques like deduplication, compression, and pattern removal.
This ensures customers only pay for the actual usable capacity they need, aligning with Pure Storage's commitment to delivering
predictable and cost-effective storage solutions.
Why Not the Other Options?
A). Total capacity installed:
Billing is not based on the total raw capacity installed in the array, as this does not reflect the actual usable capacity after data
reduction.
B). Raw capacity consumed:
Raw capacity refers to the physical storage used before applying data reduction. Evergreen//One focuses on effective capacity, not
raw capacity.
D). Capacity provisioned to hosts:
Provisioned capacity refers to the logical space allocated to hosts, which may include unused or overprovisioned space. Billing is
based on the actual consumed capacity.
Key Points:
Effective Capacity: Reflects the logical capacity consumed after data reduction.
Subscription Model: Aligns with Evergreen//One's focus on predictable and flexible billing.
Data Reduction: Deduplication, compression, and pattern removal optimize storage efficiency, reducing costs for customers.
Reference: Pure Storage Evergreen//One Documentation: "Understanding Billing Metrics" Pure Storage Whitepaper: "Maximizing
Value with Evergreen Subscriptions" Pure Storage Knowledge Base: "How Evergreen//One Billing Works"
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