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Palo Alto Networks PCCP Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Cybersecurity:This section of the exam measures skills of a Cybersecurity Practitioner and covers
fundamental concepts of cybersecurity, including the components of the authentication, authorization, and
accounting (AAA) framework, attacker techniques as defined by the MITRE ATT&CK framework, and
key principles of Zero Trust such as continuous monitoring and least privilege access. It also addresses
understanding advanced persistent threats (APT) and common security technologies like identity and
access management (IAM), multi-factor authentication (MFA), mobile device and application
management, and email security.

Topic 2

Endpoint Security: This domain is aimed at an Endpoint Security Analyst and covers identifying indicators
of compromise (IOCs) and understanding the limits of signature-based anti-malware. It includes concepts
like User and Entity Behavior Analytics (UEBA), endpoint detection and response (EDR), and extended
detection and response (XDR). It also describes behavioral threat prevention and endpoint security
technologies such as host-based firewalls, intrusion prevention systems, device control, application control,
disk encryption, patch management, and features of Cortex XDR.

Topic 3

Security Operations: This final section measures skills of a Security Operations Analyst and covers key
characteristics and practices of threat hunting and incident response processes. It explains functions and
benefits of security information and event management (SIEM) platforms, security orchestration,
automation, and response (SOAR) tools, and attack surface management (ASM) platforms. It also
highlights the functionalities of Cortex solutions, including XSOAR, Xpanse, and XSIAM, and describes
services offered by Palo Alto Networks’ Unit 42.
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Topic 4

Network Security: This domain targets a Network Security Specialist and includes knowledge of Zero
Trust Network Access (ZTNA) characteristics, functions of stateless and next-generation firewalls
(NGFWs), and the purpose of microsegmentation. It also covers common network security technologies
such as intrusion prevention systems (IPS), URL filtering, DNS security, VPNs, and SSL
TLS decryption. Candidates must understand the limitations of signature-based protection, deployment
options for NGFWs, cybersecurity concerns in operational technology (OT) and IoT, cloud-delivered
security services, and AI-powered security functions like Precision AI.

Topic 5

Cloud Security: This section targets a Cloud Security Specialist and addresses major cloud architectures
and topologies. It discusses security challenges like application security, cloud posture, and runtime
security. Candidates will learn about technologies securing cloud environments such as Cloud Security
Posture Management (CSPM) and Cloud Workload Protection Platforms (CWPP), as well as the
functions of a Cloud Native Application Protection Platform (CNAPP) and features of Cortex Cloud.
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The Palo Alto Networks Certified Cybersecurity Practitioner (PCCP) prep material is available in three versions. PCCP Practice
exams and PDF questions are available at UpdateDumps so that users can meet their training needs and pass the Palo Alto
Networks Certified Cybersecurity Practitioner (PCCP) exam on the first try. The philosophy of UpdateDumps behind offering Palo
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Palo Alto Networks Certified Cybersecurity Practitioner Sample Questions
(Q50-Q55):
NEW QUESTION # 50 
What is a dependency for the functionality of signature-based malware detection?

A. Frequent database updates
B. Support of a DLP device
C. API integration with a sandbox
D. Enabling quality of service

Answer: A

Explanation:
Signature-based malware detection relies on a constantly updated database of known threat signatures to identify malicious files or
activity. Without frequent updates, it becomes ineffective against newly emerging threats.

NEW QUESTION # 51 
What is an operation of an Attack Surface Management (ASM) platform?

A. It detects and remediates misconfigured security settings in sanctioned SaaS applications through monitoring.
B. It scans assets in the cloud space for remediation of compromised sanctioned SaaS applications.
C. It continuously identifies all internal and external internet-connected assets for potential attack vectors and exposures.
D. It identifies and monitors the movement of data within, into, and out of an organization's network.

Answer: C

Explanation:
Attack Surface Management (ASM) platforms focus on continuous discovery and monitoring of all internet-facing assets, both
internal and external, to identify attack vectors, vulnerabilities, and exposures that could be exploited by threat actors.
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NEW QUESTION # 52 
What is the purpose of host-based architectures?

A. They allow client computers to perform most of the work.
B. They divide responsibilities among clients.
C. They allow a server to perform all of the work virtually.
D. They share the work of both clients and servers.

Answer: C

Explanation:
In a host-based architecture, the server (host) handles all processing tasks, while the client mainly provides input/output. This
centralizes control, processing, and data storage on the server, reducing the client's role to that of a terminal.

NEW QUESTION # 53 
Which type of attack involves sending data packets disguised as queries to a remote server, which then sends the data back to the
attacker?

A. Port evasion
B. Command-and-control (C2)
C. DDoS
D. DNS tunneling

Answer: D

Explanation:
DNS tunneling is an attack technique where data packets are disguised as DNS queries and sent to a remote server. That server,
often under the attacker's control, responds with additional data or instructions, effectively creating a covert command-and-control
(C2) channel over DNS.

NEW QUESTION # 54 
Which scenario highlights how a malicious Portable Executable (PE) file is leveraged as an attack?

A. Setting up a web page for harvesting user credentials
B. Embedding the file inside a pdf to be downloaded and installed
C. Corruption of security device memory spaces while file is in transit
D. Laterally transferring the file through a network after being granted access

Answer: B

Explanation:
Malicious Portable Executable (PE) files hidden inside PDFs represent a stealthy delivery tactic where attackers embed executable
payloads within seemingly benign documents. When a user opens the PDF, the embedded PE executes, potentially installing
malware. This approach combines social engineering with file obfuscation to bypass traditional detection methods. Palo Alto
Networks' Advanced WildFire sandboxing inspects such files by detonating them in isolated environments to observe behavior and
identify hidden threats. This detection technique is critical for uncovering evasive malware concealed within common file types before
they reach end-users.

NEW QUESTION # 55
......
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