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Topic Details

Topic 1

Vault Leases: This section of the exam measures the skills of DevOps Engineers and covers the lease
mechanism in Vault. Candidates will understand the purpose of lease IDs, renewal strategies, and how to
revoke leases effectively. This section is crucial for managing dynamic secrets efficiently, ensuring that
temporary credentials are appropriately handled within secure environments.

Topic 2

Authentication Methods: This section of the exam measures the skills of Security Engineers and covers
authentication mechanisms in Vault. It focuses on defining authentication methods, distinguishing between
human and machine authentication, and selecting the appropriate method based on use cases. Candidates
will learn about identities and groups, along with hands-on experience using Vault's API, CLI, and UI for
authentication. The section also includes configuring authentication methods through different interfaces to
ensure secure access.

Topic 3

Vault Policies: This section of the exam measures the skills of Cloud Security Architects and covers the
role of policies in Vault. Candidates will understand the importance of policies, including defining path-
based policies and capabilities that control access. The section explains how to configure and apply
policies using Vault’s CLI and UI, ensuring the implementation of secure access controls that align with
organizational needs.

Topic 4

Secrets Engines: This section of the exam measures the skills of Cloud Infrastructure Engineers and covers
different types of secret engines in Vault. Candidates will learn to choose an appropriate secrets engine
based on the use case, differentiate between static and dynamic secrets, and explore the use of transit
secrets for encryption. The section also introduces response wrapping and the importance of short-lived
secrets for enhancing security. Hands-on tasks include enabling and accessing secrets engines using the
CLI, API, and UI.

HashiCorp Certified: Vault Associate (003)Exam Sample Questions (Q29-
Q34):
NEW QUESTION # 29 
Which Vault secret engine may be used to build your own internal certificate authority?

A. PKI
B. Generic
C. PostgreSQL
D. Transit

Answer: A

Explanation:
The Vault secret engine that can be used to build your own internal certificate authority is the PKI secret engine. The PKI secret
engine generates dynamic X.509 certificates on-demand, without requiring manual processes of generating private keys and CSRs,
submitting to a CA, and waiting for verification and signing.
The PKI secret engine can act as a root CA or an intermediate CA, and can issue certificates for various purposes, such as TLS,
code signing, email encryption, etc. The PKI secret engine can also manage the certificate lifecycle, such as rotation, revocation,
renewal, and CRL generation. The PKI secret engine can also integrate with external CAs, such as Venafi or Entrust, to delegate the
certificate issuance and management. References: PKI - Secrets Engines | Vault | HashiCorp Developer, Build Your Own Certificate
Authority (CA) | Vault - HashiCorp Learn

NEW QUESTION # 30 
When generating dynamic credentials, Vault also creates associated metadata, including information like time duration, renewability,
and more, and links it to the credentials. What is this referred to as?

A. Secret
B. Lease
C. Token



D. Secrets engine

Answer: B

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:
* A:Secrets are the credentials themselves, not the metadata. Incorrect.
* B:Tokens authenticate clients, not the metadata for credentials. Incorrect.
* C:A lease is metadata tied to dynamic secrets, managing their lifecycle (TTL, renewability). Correct.
* D:Secrets engines generate secrets, not the metadata. Incorrect.
Overall Explanation from Vault Docs:
"With every dynamic secret... Vault creates a lease: metadata containing TTL, renewability, etc."
Reference:https://developer.hashicorp.com/vault/docs/concepts/lease

NEW QUESTION # 31 
Which scenario most strongly indicates a need to run a self-hosted Vault cluster instead of using HCP Vault Dedicated?

A. You want to offload all operational tasks and rely on HashiCorp to manage patching, upgrades, and infrastructure
B. You must maintain specific compliance or custom integration requirements that demand full control over the Vault
environment, including infrastructure provisioning and plugin development
C. Your organization doesn't require any custom security policies or intricate network topologies
D. You prefer a fully managed environment that is readily scalable with minimal configuration overhead

Answer: B

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:
HCP Vault Dedicated is a managed service, while self-hosted Vault (Community or Enterprise) requires user management. Let's
evaluate:
* A:Simple needs favor HCP Vault's managed simplicity. Incorrect.
* B:Offloading tasks aligns with HCP Vault, not self-hosted. Incorrect.
* C:Managed scalability suits HCP Vault. Incorrect.
* D:Compliance, custom integrations, and plugin development need full control, only possible with self- hosted Vault. Correct.
Detailed Mechanics:
Self-hosted Vault allows custom plugins, FIPS 140-2 compliance, and specific network configs (e.g., air- gapped setups),
unavailable in HCP Vault Dedicated due to its standardized, managed nature.
Overall Explanation from Vault Docs:
"Self-managed Vault supports custom requirements... HCP Vault Dedicated offloads operations but limits control."
Reference:https://developer.hashicorp.com/vault/tutorials/get-started/available-editions

NEW QUESTION # 32 
Your organization runs workloads on both AWS and Azure for production applications. The security team has requested that a
single Vault authentication mechanism be enabled to support applications on both public cloud platforms. Which of the following
would be a valid auth method you can use?

A. Azure
B. AWS
C. AppRole
D. GitHub

Answer: C

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed In-Depth Explanation:
AppRole is platform-agnostic. The Vault documentation states:
"Auth methods are commonly grouped into machine-based and human-based auth methods. In this case, AWS and Azure cannot be
used since you can't authenticate with a single auth method across both platforms.
AppRole is a Vault authentication method that allows machines or applications to authenticate with Vault using a role-specific secret
ID and role ID."



-Vault Auth Methods
* C: Correct. Works across AWS and Azure:
"It is a flexible and secure method that can be used across different cloud platforms like AWS and Azure."
-Vault Auth: AppRole
* A,D: Platform-specific.
* B: User-based, not cross-platform.
References:
Vault Auth Methods
Vault Auth: AppRole

NEW QUESTION # 33 
A Fintech company is using Vault to store its static long-lived credentials so automated processes can quickly retrieve secrets. A
user needs to add a new static secret for a new automated job. What CLI commands can be used to store a new static credential?
(Select two)

A. vault kv put kv/training/certification/vault @secrets.txt
B. vault kv create kv/training/certification/vault @secrets.txt
C. vault kv write kv/training/certification/vault key=username value=bryan
D. vault kv put -mount=secret creds passcode=my-long-passcode

Answer: A,D

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed In-Depth Explanation:
To store static credentials in Vault's KV secrets engine via CLI, the vault kv put command is used.
* A: vault kv put kv/training/certification/vault @secrets.txt writes data from a file (secrets.txt) to the path
kv/training/certification/vault. The @ syntax reads key-value pairs from the file, a valid method per the KV docs.
* D: vault kv put -mount=secret creds passcode=my-long-passcode specifies the mount(secret/) and stores passcode=my-long-
passcode at secret/creds, a correct inline syntax.
* B: vault kv write isn't a valid command; put is the correct verb. The key=value syntax is right but needs put.
* C: vault kv create isn't a command; put is used to create or update secrets.
The KV CLI docs confirm vault kv put as the standard method, supporting both file input and inline key-value pairs.
References:
KV Put Command
KV Secrets Engine Docs

NEW QUESTION # 34
......
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