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Study Guide

To make sure your situation of passing the certificate efficiently, our LSMI practice materials are compiled by first-rank experts. So

the proficiency of our team is unquestionable. They help you review and stay on track without wasting your precious time on useless

things. They handpicked what the LSM1 Study Guide usually tested in exam recent years and devoted their knowledge accumulated
into these LSMI actual tests. We are on the same team, and it is our common wish to help your realize it. So good luck!

CIPS L5SM1 Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

¢ Understand, Analyse, and Apply Management and Organisational Approaches: This section of the exam
measures skills of Operations Managers and covers the understanding and evaluation of organisational
behaviour and management approaches. It assesses knowledge of individual and team behaviour,
organisational structures, and the psychological contract, as well as factors like STEEPLED influences.
Candidates are tested on traditional and contemporary management approaches, including administrative,
scientific, and human relations methods, as well as postmodernism, socio-technical systens, and distributed
leadership. The role of individuals, teams, and organisational culture in shaping behaviour is also evaluated.

Topic 1
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¢ Understand and Apply Approaches to Planning and Managing Work Groups or Teamns: This section of the
exam measures skills of Team Leaders and covers the dynamics and effectiveness of work groups or
tearms. Candidates are tested on understanding group vision, values, norms, and alignment, as well as
formal and informal group structures. The syllabus includes strategies for developing effective teams, team
roles, self-managed teams, virtual team management, diversity benefits, and conflict management. It also
assesses knowledge of team development, learning integration, role congruence, and approaches for
merging, disbanding, or changing tears.

Topic 2

¢ Assess the Application of Management Concepts and Principles in a Procurement and Supply Function:
This section of the exam measures skills of Procurement Managers and focuses on applying management
principles within procurement and supply operations. Candidates are tested on aligning team knowledge,
skills, and behaviours with organisational strategy, defining the scope of operations, and developing tearrs.
Topic 3 The syllabus also includes managing stakeholder relationships, building trust, promoting collaboration,
fostering a culture of learning, sharing procurement knowledge, professional development, and the
importance of personal behaviours such as unbiased decision-making, communication, creativity, and
reflective practice to enhance procurement and supply effectiveness.

¢ Understand and Apply Approaches to Managing Individuals: This section of the exam measures skills of
HR Managers and focuses on managing individual behaviour effectively. It examines how differences in
behavioural characteristics affect management style and approach, highlighting diversity, emotional
mntelligence, and assessment techniques for development. The section also covers the creation and
management of knowledge, formal and informal learning processes, cognitive and behavioural learning
theories, motivation theories including intrinsic and extrinsic factors, and factors influencing job satisfaction
such as job design, collaboration, and flexible working arrangements.

Topic 4
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L5M1 Latest Test Guide & Valid Test LSM1 Tips

You can also trust Itcertkey LSM1 exam practice questions and start this journey with complete peace of mind and satisfaction. The
Itcertkey is offering real, valid, and error-free LSM1 exam practice test questions in three different formats. These formats are
LSM1 PDF Dumps Files, desktop practice test software, and web-based practice test software. All these three L5SM1 exam
question formats contain the real LSM1 exam practice questions that help you to prepare well for the final Managing Teams and
Individuals exam

CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q13-Q18):

NEW QUESTION # 13
Describe 4 reasons why groups may form within an organisation. (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Groups are an essential feature of organisational life. A group can be defined as two or more individuals who interact and work
together to achieve a purpose. Groups may be formally created by management or may form informally through social interaction.
There are several reasons why groups form in organisations.

The first reason is task and goal achieverment. Formal groups are created to achieve organisational objectives that require
collaboration. For example, in procurement, a cross-functional sourcing group may be formed to run a tender process involving
operations, finance, and procurement staff. Individuals form these groups because working together helps them achieve outcomes
that they could not accomplish alone.

The second reason is social and psychological needs. According to Maslow's hierarchy of needs, people seek belonging and
relationships. Informal groups often form to meet these needs, providing friendship, support, and a sense of identity. In Star Fish Ltd,
for instance, employees working remotely may forma social group using Teans or WhatsApp to stay connected and reduce feelings
of isolation.

The third reason is safety and security. Groups can give members confidence and protection when facing uncertainty or change. For
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example, during organisational restructuring, employees may form informal groups to share nformation and support each other,
making them feel less vulnerable. In procurement, staff may collaborate in groups to manage supplier risks or market volatility.

The fourth reason is power and influence. Groups provide individuals with a stronger collective voice. Trade unions are a formal
example, but informal groups can also lobby management or resist unpopular changes. In procurement, buyers might forma group to
influence senior managers on issues such as introducing sustainable sourcing practices. By forming groups, individuals can increase
their bargaining power and impact decisions.

In conclusion, groups form for task achievement, to satisfy social needs, to provide security, and to increase power and influence.
Managers must understand these dynamics because groups can both support organisational objectives and create challenges if
informal groups resist change. Effective leaders harness the benefits of group formation while addressing the risks to ensure both
cohesion and productivity.

NEW QUESTION # 14
What is meant by group conformity? In what ways can 'Groupthink' affect the behaviour of a group? (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Group Conformity (10 marks):

Group conformity refers to the tendency of individuals to align their attitudes, beliefs, and behaviours with the norns of the group to
which they belong, People conform because they want acceptance, fear rejection, or assume the group's judgement is correct.
Conformity ensures cohesion and cooperation but may limit creativity. For example, in procurement, a junior buyer may adopt the
tearm's approach to negotiations, even if they personally believe another method could achieve better results.

Groupthink and its Effects (15 marks):

'Groupthink', a term developed by Irving Janis, occurs when the desire for consensus overrides realistic appraisal of alternatives.
Members suppress doubts, ignore risks, and fail to voice disagreements to maintain harmony. This can seriously affect group
behaviour in several ways:

[lusion of mvulnerability - Groups may become overconfident and underestimate risks. For example, a procurement team might
agree to single-source a supplier without considering supply chain risks.

Suppression of dissent - Members may withhold concerns to avoid conflict. This stifles creativity and prevents better solutions from
being considered.

Pressure for uniformity - Individuals may feel obliged to agree even when they disagree. A buyer may stay silent when senior
managers push for a supplier contract, even if they know the supplier has performance issues.

Biased decision-making - Groups may ignore warning signs or alternative perspectives, leading to flawed decisions. In procurement,
this could mean overlooking ethical issues in a supplier relationship to maintain harmony with stakeholders.

Reduced accountability - Responsibility is shared across the group, so individuals may feel less accountable for poor decisions.
Groupthink can therefore lead to poor decision-making, increased risk, and lost opportunities. It is particularly dangerous in high-
stakes environments like procurement, where mistakes in supplier selection or contract negotiation can damage cost, quality, and
reputation.

Conclusion:

Group conformity means individuals adapt to group norms to gain acceptance, while groupthink is a negative consequence where
consensus is prioritised over critical evaluation. For managers, recognising the risk of groupthink is vital. By encouraging open
discussion, appointing a "devil's advocate," and welcoming diverse views, leaders can ensure group decisions are both inclusive and
effective.

NEW QUESTION # 15
How can a procurement manager embed a culture of life-long learning within the department? (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

A culture of lifelong learning means that employees see continuous development as a normal part of their work, rather than a one-off
event. For a procurement manager, embedding this culture requires leadership, systerrs, and consistent encouragement.

The first step is to lead by example. If the procurement manager demonstrates commitiment to professional learning (e.g., pursuing
CIPS qualifications or attending industry events), team members are more likely to follow. Role-modelling is a powerful way of



embedding culture.

Secondly, the manager can create structured training and development programmes. This could include formal training courses on
negotiation, category management, or e-procurenent systens, combined with informal methods like mentoring and peer learning,
Having clear learning pathways ensures staff know how to develop their careers.

Thirdly, the manager should encourage knowledge sharing within the team. This may involve "lunch and lear"" sessions, after-action
reviews of sourcing projects, or creating knowledge repositories where lessons learned are stored for future use. Sharing
experiences embeds learning into daily work.

Fourthly, embedding learning into performance management is key. Training and development goals should be included in staff
appraisals. For example, procurement assistants could be required to complete CPD (Continuing Professional Development) hours
each year as part of their objectives.

Fifthly, the manager should encourage external engagement. Attending conferences, webinars, or supplier innovation workshops
exposes staff to new ideas and best practices. In procurement, this is vital for staying ahead of supply chain trends such as
sustamnability or digitalisation.

Sixthly, the manager should recognise and reward learning eforts. When staff complete training, gain qualifications, or demonstrate
new skills, this should be acknowledged publicly. Recognition motivates others to commit to learning,

Finally, the manager should ensure that resources and time are allocated for development. Lifelong learning will not happen if staff
are overloaded with daily tasks. By scheduling training days or setting aside budgets, the manager signals that learning is valued.
Conclusion:

A procurement manager can embed lifelong learning by role-modelling development, providing structured training, encouraging
knowledge sharing, linking learning to performance reviews, and recognising achievements. By creating this culture, the department
becomes more skilled, innovative, and motivated, which ultimately delivers greater value to the organisation.

NEW QUESTION # 16
Describe 5 stages of the lifecycle of a group (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

The lifecycle of a group is often described using Tuckman's Five Stages of Group Development. This model explains how groups
evolve over time, moving from initial formation to effective performance. The five stages are as follows:

1. Forming;

At this stage, the group is coming together for the first time. Members are polite, cautious, and uncertain of their roles. There is little
conflict, but people look to the leader for guidance. For exanple, a new procurement project team might be established to source a
new supplier. At this point, roles are unclear, and members rely on the manager to set objectives.

2. Storming;

As ndividuals begin to assert thenselves, conflict often emerges. Differences in working styles, personalities, or priorities can lead to
tension. In procurement, this might involve disagreements between finance and operations about whether to prioritise cost savings or
quality. The leader's role here is to manage conflict and keep the team focused on objectives.

3. Norming;

Once conflicts are resolved, the group begins to establish shared norms, values, and ways of working, Roles and responsibilities
become clearer, and collaboration improves. In a procurement context, the team may agree on supplier evaluation criteria and work
more cohesively to achieve sourcing outcomes.

4. Performing:

The group is now fully fimctional and works effectively towards its goals. Members trust each other, communication flows well, and
productivity is high. For example, the procurement team may now run tendering processes efliciently, negotiate with suppliers, and
deliver strong results with minimal supervision.

5. Adjourning (or Mourning):

When the task is complete, the group disbands. This can cause feelings of loss for members who valued the team, but it also creates
an opportunity to reflect on lessons learned. In procurement, this could mvolve conpleting a sourcing project, closing supplier
contracts, and disbanding the cross-fimctional team affer a lessons-learned review.

Conclusion:

The five stages of group development - forming, storming, norming, performing, and adjourning - describe how teams evolve over
time. Understanding this lifecycle helps managers support their teams at each stage, managing conflict in stormmng, reinforcing
collaboration in norming, and maximising results during performing. In procurement, applying Tuckman's model ensures that cross-
functional teamms move quickly from formation to high performance, delivering greater value to the organisation.



NEW QUESTION # 17

Kevin is the Head of Procurement at a manufacturing company and oversees the work of a team of 32 procurement professionals.
The different people within his team have a varying level of knowledge and skills and they all work on different projects, some of
which are more important than others. Based on Kevin's concern for the team member's performance and his concern for the task
they are completing, describe FIVE leadership styles Kevin could employ. Your answer may make reference to Blake and Mouton's
Leadership Grid (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Blake and Mouton's Leadership Grid highlights five leadership styles based on two dimensions: concern for people and concern for
task. Kevin can use different styles depending on the skills of his team and the importance of each project.

Impoverished Management (Low task/Low people)

This style shows little concern for people or performance. Kevin would provide minimal guidance or support, essentially leaving the
team to their own devices. While not usually effective, it may be applied temporarily where staff are highly capable and self
motivated, or in less critical projects where close oversight is not needed.

Country Club Management (High people/Low task)

Here, Kevin shows strong concern for people but little focus on results. He prioritises team harmony, morale, and relationships. This
could be used with a new or inexperienced team to build confidence and trust, but it risks low performance if project deadlines or
targets are missed.

Task Management (High task/Low people)

This style focuses heavily on performance, structure, and efficiency, with little attention to employee needs. Kevin might use this in
high-pressure procurement projects, such as negotiating urgent supply contracts, where results are critical. However, overuse can
demotivate staff and create high turnover.

Middle-of-the-Road Management (Medium task/Medium people)

This is a balanced approach where Kevin gives some attention to both people and results but does not excel in either. It produces
average performance and morale. Kevin might use this style for steady projects with moderate importance, though it risks mediocrity
if not adapted when situations demand more.

Team Management (High task/High people)

This is considered the most effective style, where Kevin drives high performance while also motivating and supporting his team. He
mnvolves employees in decision-making, sets challenging goals, and encourages collaboration. For example, in strategic procurement
projects, Kevin could adopt this style to achieve strong results while also developing his team's skills.

By switching between these styles, Kevin can match leadership behaviours to the skills of his team and the importance of the task.
For exanple, urgent, high-value contracts may need task management, while long-term development projects may benefit from team
managenment.

Conclusion:

Blake and Mouton's grid provides five leadership styles - impoverished, country club, task-focused, middle-of-the-road, and team
management. Each has strengths and weaknesses, and Kevin's role as Head of Procurement is to adapt his approach depending on
the project demands and the skills of his team members. By applying situational leadership, he can ensure both high performance and
team engagement.

NEW QUESTION # 18

On the final Managing Teanms and Individuals LSM1 exam day, you will feel confident and perform better in the Managing Teans
and Individuals L5SM1 certification test. LSM1 authentic dumps come in three formats: CIPS LSM1 pdf questions formats, Web-
based and desktop L5SM1 practice test software are the three best formats of Itcertkey LSM1 Valid Dumps. LSM1 pdf dumps file
is the more effective and fastest way to prepare for the LSM1 exam. CIPS PDF Questions can be used anywhere or at any time.
You can download L5M1 dumps pdffiles on your laptop, tablet, smartphone, or any other device.
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