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exam
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Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q315-Q320):

NEW QUESTION # 315

A security engmeer is tasked with integrating a custom+-built internal application's security audit logs into XSIAM. The application
generates JSON formatted logs directly to a dedicated S3 bucket in AWS. The logs contain critical information like user actions,

access attempts, and configuration changes. The requirement is to ingest these logs efficiently and ensure they are properly parsed
for XSIAM's analytics and correlation engines, while minimizing custom development within XSIAM. Which XSIAM integration

approach is most suitable?

e A Configure an AWS S3 trigger to invoke an AWS Lambda function that pushes the JSON logs to an XSIAM Broker via
syslog, then create a custom parser in XSIAM.

¢ B. Configure the S3 bucket to directly send notifications to an SN'S topic, which then triggers an HTTPS endpoint on an
XSIAM Data Broker to ingest the raw JSON.

e C. Setup an XSIAM Data Collector on an EC2 instance within the AWS VPC, which pulls logs fromthe S3 bucket using
the AWS SDK, then forwards them to XSIAM's Data Lake. XSIAM's auto-parsing for JSON can be leveraged, or a
mmimal custom parser defined if needed.
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¢ D. Manually download the JSON logs firom S3 daily and upload them to XSIAM's Data Lake via the XSIAM UI for batch
processing.

¢ E. Use an XSIAM Playbook to periodically query the S3 bucket via the AWS S3 API, then parse the JSON within the
playbook and push the data using the XSIAM Event Ingest APL

Answer: C

Explanation:

Setting up an XSIAM Data Collector (Broker) within the AWS VPC to pull logs directly from S3 is an efficient and scalable
approach. XSIAM Brokers are designed for data collection from various sources, including cloud storage. XSIAM has strong
capabilities for parsing JSON, often requiring only minimal configuration or custom parsing. This avoids the complexity of Lambda
functions for simple ingestion and provides a robust, resilient ingestion pipeline. Using playbooks for direct ingestion might be less
efficient for high volumes of raw log data compared to a dedicated data collector.

NEW QUESTION # 316

During a rule review, an XSIAM engineer identifies a correlation rule that consistently triggers false positives due to a common,
legitimate system process that temporarily matches a suspicious pattern. Simply adding the process name to a global exclusion list is
not an option, as the process could still be malicious under different circunstances. How can this specific false positive scenario be
mitigated without losing the rule's overall detection capability for actual threats?

o A
Implement a conditional exclusion within the rule itself, specifying that if proce figme \= | 'Llegit process.exe’' AND parent_proce
AND command_line KE ‘'#%temp_argk', then do NOT trigger an alert.

¢ B. Disable the rule for a week and then re-enable it to see if the false positives subside.

e (. Create a post-detection automation playbook that automatically closes alerts generated by this specific process, without
analyzing the underlying conditions.

e D. Increase the time window for the correlation to 24 hours, making it less likely to catch short-lived legitimate activity.

¢ E. Reduce the rule's severity to "informational so it generates fewer alerts.

Answer: A

Explanation:

Option B is the most precise and effective method. By implementing a conditional exclusion, you can specify exact circunstances
under which the legitimate process should NOT trigger an alert, while still allowing the rule to catch instances where the same
process might be used maliciously (e.g., if its parent process or command line arguments differ). This maintains the rule's fidelity for
true threats while eliminating specific false positives. Options A, C, D, and E are either ineffective, harmful to detection, or merely
reactive.

NEW QUESTION # 317

A complex Cortex XSIAM playbook orchestrates multiple actions, including endpoint isolation via Cortex XDR, user disablement
via an Azure AD integration, and ticketing via ServiceNow An incident triggers this playbook, but it consistently gets stuck in a
'Pending state at the 'Disable User in Azure AD' task. The Azure AD integration status in XSIAM is 'Connected'. Reviewing the
XSIAM internal task queues (via API/CLI if available) shows a growing backlog of 'Azure AD' related tasks. No explicit error
message is immediately visible in the playbook run details, only the 'Pending’ status. What are the two most likely causes for this
specific bottleneck and how would you investigate them?

e A The Azure AD application registration used by XSIAM has hit its API rate limit imposed by Microsoft, causing subsequent
requests to queue or be throttled. Investigate by checking Azure AD audit logs for throttling messages.

e B. The network latency or bandwidth between the XSIAM cloud and Azure AD is intermittently high, causing API calls to
time out before conmpletion. Investigate with network performance tools from the XSIAM collector (if applicable) or a test
VM in the same cloud region.

e C. A misconfigured 'retry’ mechanism in the XSIAM Azure AD integration or playbook task is causing infinite retries for failed
operations, consuming all available workers. Investigate the integration's configuration and playbook task settings.

e D. The Azure AD user account used by the XSIAM integration lacks sufficient permissions to disable users, but the API
response is not being correctly propagated as an error. Investigate by manually performing the disable action with the
integration's credentials.

e E. The XSIAM tenant's 'automation engine' has reached its maximum concurrent playbook execution limit, causing tasks to
queue globally. Investigate by checking XSIAM system health metrics.



Answer: A,C

Explanation:

A "Pending state with a growing backlog for a specific integration's tasks (Azure AD) strongly points to an issue with that
integration's ability to process requests, not a general XSIAM engine limit. Hitting an external API rate limit (A) is a very common
cause for queued requests to external services, as the remote API will simply stop responding or respond with a 429 status code.
The XSIAM integration would then queue the requests while waiting for the rate limit to reset. Another highly probable cause is a
misconfigured retry mechanism (D). Ifa task initially fails (e.g., due to a transient issue or even a permission error that isn't
immediately surfaced as a hard failure), and the retry logic is too aggressive or doesn't back off correctly, it can exhaust the
integration's available worker processes, leading to a permanent 'Pending’ state for all subsequent tasks. Option B is unlikely
because the issue is specific to Azure AD tasks. Option C (network latency) would typically result in timeouts with errors , not just
indefinite 'Pending’ states, unless the timeouts are extremely long. Option E (permission issues) would usually result in an immediate
403 Forbidden error from Azure AD, which should be reflected in the playbook logs, not just a 'Pending state, unless the integration
is designed to retry indefinitely on such errors.

NEW QUESTION # 318

A critical zero-day exploit emerges. Your organization needs to rapidly deploy a custom XSIAM content pack that performs
multiple actions: block indicators on various security tools (firewall, EDR), scan endpoints for compromise, and notify affected users.
Due to the urgency, the development is agile. Which of the following best practices should be adhered to for managing this content
pack's lifecycle (development, deployment, and future updates) in a production XSIAM environment?

¢ A Create individual playbooks for each required action (blocking, scanning, notifying) directly in production. This avoids the
complexity of content packs during an emergency.

¢ B. Develop the content pack directly n the production XSIAM instance for speed, and once tested, export it as a ZIP for
backup.

¢ C. Purchase a pre-built content pack froma third-party vendor that specifically addresses the zero-day, as custom
development is too risky for urgent situations.

¢ D. Develop the content pack in a dedicated development XSIAM nstance. Utilize a version control system (e.g., Git) to
manage the pack's source code. Implement CI/CD pipelines to automatically build and deploy the pack to a staging
environment for testing, and then to production after successful validation.

e E. Develop the content pack in a local IDE using the Demisto SDK. Manually upload and test the pack's artifacts
(integrations, playbooks) directly to the production XSIAM instance as they are completed.

Answer: D

Explanation:

Option B describes the industry best practice for content pack development and lifecycle management, especially for critical, rapidly
evolving content. Using a development instance, version control (Git), and CI/CD pipelines ensures that changes are tracked, tested
thoroughly in a non-production environment, and deployed consistently and reliably to production. This approach minimizes risks,
improves collaboration, and simplifies future updates. Option A, C, and E are high-risk approaches for production. Option D might
be an ideal long-term solution but doesn't address the immediate need for a custom, rapid response pack.

NEW QUESTION # 319

A Security Operations Center (SOC) is leveraging Palo Alto Networks XSIAM and wants to automate the enrichment of IP
addresses found in alerts with threat mtelligence from multiple external sources (e.g., AbuselPDB, VirusTotal). The current
marketplace content pack for threat ntel enrichiment only supports a single source. Which of'the following approaches is the most
efficient and scalable to integrate additional threat intelligence feeds and ensure their consistent application to new alerts?

e A. Modify the existing marketplace content pack's integration YAML files to include API keys and endpoint configurations
for new sources, then redeploy the updated pack.

e B. Manually create individual playbooks for each new threat intelligence source and trigger them via XSOAR tasks within the

XSIAM incident response flow.

C. Extend the existing marketplace content pack's integration or create a new custom integration that acts as a 'multi-source

orchestrator', querying various threat intelligence services based on a configurable list within the integration parameters.

D. Utilize XSIAM's built-in 'Data Connectors' to pull threat intelligence directly from new sources, then use XSIAM

playbooks to process and enrich alerts.

e E. Develop a custom XSOAR integration for each new threat intelligence source, bundle them into a new content pack, and
deploy it to the XSIAM marketplace for internal use.



Answer: C

Explanation:

Option E is the most efficient and scalable. Developing a custom integration (or extending an existing one) that can act as a multi-
source orchestrator centralizes the logic for querying multiple threat intelligence sources. This approach allows for easy addition or
removal of sources by simply updating configuration parameters within the integration, rather than requiring new playbooks or
separate integrations for each source. This maintains a clean and maintainable content pack structure. Options A and C are less
scalable and maintainable. Option B is a valid approach but less efficient than extending an existing pack. Option D describes data
ingestion, not necessarily enrichment within the existing marketplace content pack structure.

NEW QUESTION # 320
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