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¢ Vault Deployment Architecture: This section of the exam measures the skills of Platform Engineers and
focuses on deployment strategies for Vault. Candidates will learn about self-managed and HashiCorp-
managed cluster strategies, the role of storage backends, and the application of Shamir secret sharing in the
unsealing process. The section also covers disaster recovery and performance replication strategies to
ensure high availability and resilience in Vault deployments.

Topic 1

¢ Vault Leases: This section of the exam measures the skills of DevOps Engineers and covers the lease

mechanism in Vault. Candidates will understand the purpose of lease 1Ds, renewal strategies, and how to
Topic 2 revoke leases effectively. This section is crucial for managing dynamic secrets efficiently, ensuring that
temporary credentials are appropriately handled within secure environments.

o Secrets Engines: This section of the exam measures the skills of Cloud Infrastructure Engineers and covers
different types of secret engines in Vault. Candidates will learn to choose an appropriate secrets engine
based on the use case, differentiate between static and dynamic secrets, and explore the use of transit

Topic 3 secrets for encryption. The section also introduces response wrapping and the importance of short-lived

secrets for enhancing security. Hands-on tasks include enabling and accessing secrets engines using the

CLI, API, and UL

e Vault Tokens: This section of the exam measures the skills of TAM Administrators and covers the types
and lifecycle of Vault tokens. Candidates will learn to differentiate between service and batch tokens,
understand root tokens and their limited use cases, and explore token accessors for tracking authentication
sessions. The section also explains token time-to-live settings, orphaned tokens, and how to create tokens
based on operational requirements.

Topic 4

HashiCorp Certified: Vault Associate (003)Exam Sample Questions (Q196-
Q201):

NEW QUESTION # 196
You have logged into the Vault Ul and see this screen. What Vault component is being enabled in the screenshot below?
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e A Secrets Engine
¢ B. Storage Backends
e C. Auth Methods
e D. Audit Devices

Answer: A




Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed In-Depth Explanation:

In the Vault UI, the "Secrets" tab lists enabled secrets engines and includes an "Enable new engine" option to add a new one. Secrets
engines manage secrets (e.g., KV, Transit), and enabling one configures it at a specific path. Storage backends (e.g., Raft) are set in
the config file, not the UL Auth methods (e.g., LDAP) are enabled under the "Access" tab. Audit devices (e.g,, file logging) are
under "Tools". The screenshot context and UI workflow align with enabling a secrets engine, per the getting-started tutorial.
References:

Secrets Engines Tutorial

Secrets Engines Docs

NEW QUESTION # 197
From the options below, select the benefits of using the PKI (x.509 certificates) secrets engine (select three):

A. Reducing, or eliminating certificate revocations

B. TTLs on Vaullt certs are longer to ensure certificates are valid for a longer period of time

C. Reduces time to get a certificate by eliminating the need to generate a private key and CSR
D. Vault can act as an intermediate CA

Answer: A,C,D

NEW QUESTION # 198

Frapps, Inc. is a coffee startup specializing in frozen caffeinated beverages. Their new customer loyalty web app uses Vault to store
sensitive information, choosing Integrated Storage for its benefits. Select the benefits the organization would see by using Integrated
Storage over other storage backends (Select four)

A. Simplified troubleshooting since Integrated Storage is a built-in solution

B. Uses the SERF gossip protocol to enable commumication between cluster nodes

C. Eliminates network communication between hosts, requiring no open ports between hosts

D. Eliminates the requirement to deploy and manage a separate platform for storing encrypted data
E. Immediate access to storage since the data is stored locally on disk

F. Reduces operational overhead since all configuration is within Vault itself

Answer: A,D,E,F

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed In-Depth Explanation:

Integrated Storage (Raft) offers several benefits over external storage backends. The Vault documentation states:
"Introduced in Vault 1.4, Integrated Storage is a built-in solution that provides a highly available, durable storage backend without
relying on any external systems. All Vault data is stored locally on each node, and replicated to all other nodes in the cluster for high
availability. It also reduces complexity since all configuration is done within Vault."

-Vault Configuration: Raft Storage

* C: Correct.

"Eliminates the requirement to deploy and manage a separate platform for storing encrypted data."

-Vault Configuration: Raft Storage

* D: Correct.

"Troubleshooting is simplified when using Integrated Storage because it is a built-in solution within Vault."

-Vault Configuration: Raft Storage

* E: Correct.

"Reduces operational overhead by keeping all configuration and data storage within Vault itself."

-Vault Configuration: Raft Storage

* F: Correct.

"Integrated Storage provides immediate access to stored data since it is stored locally on disk within Vault."

-Vault Configuration: Raft Storage

* A: Incorrect; Raft requires port 8201 for replication:

"The Vault cluster nodes still need to communicate over port 8201 for replication and RPC forwarding."

-Vault Configuration: Raft Storage

* B: Incorrect; Raft uses the RAFT protocol, not SERF:

"Integrated Storage uses the same underlying consensus protocol (RAFT) as Consul to handle cluster leadership and log
management."



-Vault Configuration: Raft Storage
References:
Vault Configuration: Raft Storage

NEW QUESTION # 199
What of the following features are true about batch tokens in Vault? (Select two)

A. Batch tokens can be renewed

B. Batch tokens are valid across all clusters when using Vault Enterprise replication
C. Batch tokens can create child tokens

D. Batch tokens are not persisted (written) to storage

Answer: B,D

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed In-Depth Explanation:

Batch tokens are lightweight tokens in Vault, designed for high-performance use cases.

* A: They are not persisted to storage, reducing backend load, as confirmed by the batch token tutorial.

* C: In Vault Enterprise with DR Replication, batch tokens are replicated and remain valid across clusters when the secondary is
promoted, per replication docs.

* B: Batch tokens cannot be renewed; they have a fixed TTL, per the service vs. batch token comparison.
* D: They cannot create child tokens, lacking features of service tokens.

References:

Batch Tokens Tutorial

Tokens Docs

NEW QUESTION # 200
True or False? When using the Transit secrets engine, setting the min_decryption version will determine the minimum key length of
the data key (i.e., 2048, 4096, etc.).

o A False
e B. True

Answer: A

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:

* Alncorrect. min_decryption version sets the minimum key version, not length.

* B:«Correct. It controls versioning, not key size.

Overall Explanation from Vault Docs:

"min_decryption_version specifies the minimum key version for decryption... Key length is a separate configuration.”
Referencehttps’//developer.hashicorp.comyvault/docs/secrets/transit#usage

NEW QUESTION # 201
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