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Topic 1

Authentication Methods: This section of the exam measures the skills of Security Engineers and covers
authentication mechanisms in Vault. It focuses on defining authentication methods, distinguishing between
human and machine authentication, and selecting the appropriate method based on use cases. Candidates
will learn about identities and groups, along with hands-on experience using Vault's API, CLI, and UI for
authentication. The section also includes configuring authentication methods through different interfaces to
ensure secure access.

Topic 2

Vault Leases: This section of the exam measures the skills of DevOps Engineers and covers the lease
mechanism in Vault. Candidates will understand the purpose of lease IDs, renewal strategies, and how to
revoke leases effectively. This section is crucial for managing dynamic secrets efficiently, ensuring that
temporary credentials are appropriately handled within secure environments.

Topic 3

Vault Architecture Fundamentals: This section of the exam measures the skills of Site Reliability Engineers
and provides an overview of Vault's core encryption and security mechanisms. It covers how Vault
encrypts data, the sealing and unsealing process, and configuring environment variables for managing Vault
deployments efficiently. Understanding these concepts is essential for maintaining a secure Vault
environment.

Topic 4

Access Management Architecture: This section of the exam measures the skills of Enterprise Security
Engineers and introduces key access management components in Vault. Candidates will explore the Vault
Agent and its role in automating authentication, secret retrieval, and proxying access. The section also
covers the Vault Secrets Operator, which helps manage secrets efficiently in cloud-native environments,
ensuring streamlined access management.

Topic 5

Vault Policies: This section of the exam measures the skills of Cloud Security Architects and covers the
role of policies in Vault. Candidates will understand the importance of policies, including defining path-
based policies and capabilities that control access. The section explains how to configure and apply
policies using Vault’s CLI and UI, ensuring the implementation of secure access controls that align with
organizational needs.
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HashiCorp Certified: Vault Associate (003)Exam Sample Questions (Q169-
Q174):
NEW QUESTION # 169 
Jason has enabled the userpass auth method at the path users/. What path would Jason and other Vault operators use to interact
with this new auth method?

A. users/auth/
B. users/
C. authentication/users
D. auth/users

Answer: D

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:
In HashiCorp Vault, authentication methods (auth methods) are mechanisms that allow users or machines to authenticate and obtain
a token. When an auth method like userpass is enabled, it is mounted at a specific path in Vault's namespace, and this path
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determines where operators interact with it-e.g., to log in, configure, or manage it.
The userpass auth method is enabled with the command vault auth enable -path=users userpass, meaning it's explicitly mounted at
the users/ path. However, Vault's authentication system has a standard convention: all auth methods are accessed under the auth/
prefix, followed by the mount path. This prefix is a logical namespace separating authentication endpoints from secrets engines or
system endpoints.
* Option A: users/auth/This reverses the expected order. The auth/ prefix comes first, followed by the mount path (users/), not the
other way around. This path would not correspond to any valid Vault endpoint for interacting with the userpass auth method.
Incorrect.
* Option B: authentication/usersVault does not use authentication/ as a prefix; it uses auth/. The term
"authentication" is not part of Vault's path structure-it's a conceptual term, not a literal endpoint. This makes the path invalid and
unusable in Vault's API or CLI. Incorrect.
* Option C: auth/usersThis follows Vault's standard convention: auth/ (the authentication namespace) followed by users (the custom
mount path specified when enabling the auth method). For example, to log in using the userpass method mounted at users/, the
command would be vault login - method=userpass -path=users username=<user>. The API endpoint would be /v1/auth/users/login.
This is the correct path for operators to interact with the auth method, whether via CLI, UI, or API. Correct.
* Option D: users/While users/ is the mount path, omitting the auth/ prefix breaks Vault's structure.
Directly accessing users/ would imply it's a secrets engine or other mount type, not an auth method.
Auth methods always require the auth/ prefix for interaction. Incorrect.
Detailed Mechanics:
When an auth method is enabled, Vault creates a backend at the specified path under auth/. The userpass method, for instance,
supports endpoints like /login (for authentication) and /users/<username> (for managing users). If mounted at users/, these become
auth/users/login and auth/users/users/<username>. This structure ensures isolation and clarity in Vault's routing system. The ability to
customize the path (e.g., users/ instead of the default userpass/) allows flexibility for organizations with multiple auth instances, but the
auth/ prefix remains mandatory.
Overall Explanation from Vault Docs:
"When enabled, auth methods are mounted within the Vault mount table under the auth/ prefix... For example, enabling userpass at
users/ allows interaction at auth/users." This convention ensures operators can consistently locate and manage auth methods,
regardless of custom paths.
Reference:https://developer.hashicorp.com/vault/docs/auth#enabling-disabling-auth-methods

NEW QUESTION # 170 
You need to decrypt customer data to provide it to an application. When you run the decryption command, you get the output
below. Why does the response not directly reveal the cleartext data?
$ vault write transit/decrypt/phone_number ciphertext="vault:v1:tgx2vsxtlQRfyLSKvem..." Key Value
--- -----
plaintext aGFzaGljb3JwIGNlcnRpZmllZDogdmF1bHQgYXNzb2NpYXRl

A. The original data must have been encrypted
B. The user does not have permission to view the cleartext data
C. The output is base64 encoded
D. The output is actually a response wrapped token that needs to be unwrapped

Answer: C

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed In-Depth Explanation:
The Vault Transit secrets engine returns decrypted data inbase64-encoded format:
* B. The output is base64 encoded: "All plaintext data must be base64-encoded before being encrypted by Vault. As a result,
decrypted data is always base64 encoded." Users must decode it (e.g., using base64 -d) to see cleartext.
* Incorrect Options:
* A. Permission Issue: Permissions would cause an error, not encoded output. "Not because the user lacks permission."
* C. Wrapped Token: The output is plaintext, not a token. "Not a response wrapped token."
* D. Original Encryption: Irrelevant; the issue is encoding, not encryption state.
This encoding ensures safe transmission of binary data.
Reference:https://developer.hashicorp.com/vault/docs/secrets/transit#usage

NEW QUESTION # 171 
What type of Vault token does not have a TTL (Time to Live)?



A. Service tokens
B. Child tokens
C. Parent tokens
D. Batch tokens
E. Root tokens

Answer: E

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:
Root tokens in Vault are unique in lacking a TTL. The HashiCorp Vault documentation states: "Non-root tokens are associated with
a TTL, which determines for how long a token is valid. Root tokens are not associated with a TTL, and therefore, do not expire." It
provides an example: "For example, notice that the value for token_duration is the infinity symbol, meaning it lives forever," as seen in
a vault login output for a root token.
The docs elaborate: "Root tokens are tokens with an infinite TTL that have the 'root' policy attached to them.
Because of their power, it is strongly recommended that they be used only as necessary and then immediately revoked when no
longer needed." In contrast:
* Child tokens (A)inherit TTLs from parents.
* Parent tokens (B)typically have TTLs unless they are root.
* Service tokens (C)have configurable TTLs for ongoing use.
* Batch tokens (E)have fixed TTLs for ephemeral tasks.Thus, D (Root tokens) is correct.
Reference:
HashiCorp Vault Documentation - Tokens: Token Time to Live

NEW QUESTION # 172 
What is the proper command to enable the AWS secrets engine at the default path?

A. vault enable aws secrets engine
B. vault enable secrets aws
C. vault secrets aws enable
D. vault secrets enable aws

Answer: D

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:
Enabling a secrets engine in Vault follows a specific syntax:
* A:Incorrect syntax; jumbled order.
* B:Correct: vault secrets enable <type> enables the AWS engine at aws/. Correct.
* C:Incorrect word order.
* D:Incorrect syntax.
Overall Explanation from Vault Docs:
"The command vault secrets enable <type> enables a secrets engine at its default path (e.g., aws/ for AWS)."
Reference:https://developer.hashicorp.com/vault/docs/commands/secrets

NEW QUESTION # 173 
How does the instance updates feature work when using the Vault Secrets Operator?

A. By constantly validating the current secret stored in Vault
B. By monitoring the Vault audit logs to watch for changes to the target path
C. By subscribing to event notifications from Vault
D. By continuously launching an init container to check for updates

Answer: C

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed In-Depth Explanation:
The Vault Secrets Operator (VSO) uses event notifications for instant updates. The Vault documentation states:
"Vault Secrets Operator (VSO) supports instant updates for VaultStaticSecrets by subscribing to event notifications from Vault. This



allows the Vault Secrets Operator to receive real-time updates and changes to secrets, ensuring that the application always has
access to the latest secret values without the need for manual intervention."
-Vault Secrets Operator: Instant Updates
* D: Correct. Subscribing to Vault's event notifications enables real-time updates.
* A: Audit logs track actions, not real-time updates.
* B: Constant validation isn't the mechanism; it's notification-driven.
* C: Continuous init containers are inefficient and not used by VSO.
References:
Vault Secrets Operator: Instant Updates

NEW QUESTION # 174
......
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