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CIDQ IDFX Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Professional Development and Ethics: This section of the exam measures skills of a Design Consultant and
emphasizes the importance of ethical practice and ongoing learning. Candidates demonstrate familiarity with
professional codes of conduct, consumer?protection principles, and strategies for continuing education and
engagement with industry organizations.
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Topic 2

Design Communication Techniques: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Designer and
focuses on translating research and concepts into clear visual formats. Test?takers show how they develop
charts, infographics, and conceptual diagrams to convey ideas, and how they organize planning diagrams—
like adjacency studies and zoning plans—to guide the layout and functional relationships within a space.

Topic 3

Life Safety and Universal Design: This section of the exam measures skills of a Design Consultant and
addresses the principles that protect occupants and ensure accessibility. Candidates demonstrate
knowledge of life?safety requirements—such as egress paths, fire separation, and alarm coordination—as
well as universal design strategies that accommodate diverse abilities and special?needs populations.

Topic 4

Relationship between Human Behavior and the Designed Environment: This section of the exam measures
skills of a Design Consultant and covers interpreting how people interact with spaces. Examinees
demonstrate an understanding of human factors—from ergonomic dimensions to social and cultural
influences—and how universal design principles ensure accessibility and inclusivity, while also considering
sensory impacts such as lighting, acoustics, and thermal comfort.

Topic 5

Interior Building Materials and Finishes: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior
Designer and explores the selection and specification of surface materials. Examinees must show
comprehension of the performance standards, installation methods, and technical considerations for textiles,
floor coverings, wall and ceiling treatments, acoustical products, and signage within interior environments.

Topic 6

Programming and Site Analysis: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Designer and covers
the effective use of analytical techniques to understand a project’s context. Candidates must show how
they apply tools—such as spreadsheets, diagrams, and photographic studies—alongside research methods
like observations and precedent studies to evaluate site factors including location, orientation, zoning
restrictions, and existing conditions.
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CIDQ Interior Design Fundamentals Exam Sample Questions (Q114-Q119):
NEW QUESTION # 114 
The client has expressed a desire for a new space that supports a highly collaborative environment. Which aspect of the design is
MOST important?

A. Integrated daylighting
B. Ergonomic seating
C. Furniture placement
D. Acoustical wall finishes

Answer: C

Explanation:
A highly collaborative environment requires a design that facilitates interaction, communication, and teamwork among occupants.
Furniture placement is the most important aspect because it directly impacts how people interact-arranging furniture to create open,
flexible spaces encourages collaboration by allowing for group discussions, easy movement, and shared work areas. For example,
placing tables in a circular or U- shaped arrangement fosters face-to-face interaction. Option A (ergonomic seating) is important for
comfort but does not directly address collaboration. Option C (integrated daylighting) enhances the overall environment but is
secondary to spatial arrangement for collaboration. Option D (acoustical wall finishes) helps with sound control, which is important
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but not the primary factor for fostering collaboration.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on human behavior and space planning.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "In collaborative environments, furniture placement is the most critical
design aspect to facilitate interaction and teamwork, such as arranging seating to encourage face-to-face communication." The
NCIDQ IDFX curriculum emphasizes the role of spatial arrangement in supporting specific user activities, with furniture placement
being key to creating collaborative spaces.
Objectives:
* Design spaces to support user activities and interactions (IDFX Objective: Human Behavior and the Designed Environment).

NEW QUESTION # 115 
A designer is preparing a set of construction documents for a project that will involve professionals from several disciplines. How
should the designer coordinate the sheet index on the cover sheet to indicate that the set includes drawings by engineers and
consultants?

A. Request a sheet index from all engineers and consultants and insert their lists in the sheet index
B. Have each discipline create a cover sheet for its set
C. List all architectural drawing sheets and at the bottom of the list, place the following note: "See engineering and consultant
drawings in the back of set"
D. List only the architectural drawing sheet list

Answer: A

Explanation:
Construction documents for a multi-disciplinary project must include drawings from all professionals (e.g., architects, engineers,
consultants) in a coordinated manner. The sheet index on the cover sheet should provide a comprehensive list of all drawings in the
set, regardless of discipline, to ensure clarity and accessibility for all team members. The best approach is to request a sheet index
from all engineers and consultants and insert their lists into the main sheet index, creating a unified document. Option A (list only
architectural drawings) excludes other disciplines, causing confusion. Option B (separate cover sheets) fragments the set, making it
harder to navigate. Option D (a note at the bottom) is less organized and does not provide a detailed index of all drawings.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on construction documentation.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "For multi-disciplinary projects, the sheet index on the cover sheet should
include a comprehensive list of all drawings, achieved by requesting sheet indexes from engineers and consultants and integrating
them into the main index." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum emphasizes the importance of coordinated documentation in multi-
disciplinary projects, with a unified sheet index ensuring all drawings are easily accessible.
Objectives:
* Coordinate construction documents for multi-disciplinary projects (IDFX Objective:
DesignCommunication).

NEW QUESTION # 116 
If budget is the primary criterion, which method of veneer matching within individual panel faces is best?

A. Running match
B. Balance and center match
C. Blueprint matched
D. Balance match

Answer: A

Explanation:
Veneer matching refers to the method used to arrange wood veneer leaves on a panel to achieve a desired aesthetic effect. The
NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and standards from the Architectural Woodwork Institute (AWI) and the Woodwork Institute
(WI) outline different veneer matching techniques, each with varying levels of cost and complexity. When budget is the primary
criterion, the method that minimizes waste and labor is preferred.
* A. Balance match: In a balance match, veneer leaves are matched so that each leaf is of equal width within the panel, creating a
symmetrical appearance. This requires careful selection and trimming of veneer leaves to ensure uniformity, which increases labor
andmaterial costs due to waste from trimming.
* B. Running match: In a running match, veneer leaves are applied sequentially as they come off the flitch (the stack of veneer



sheets), without trimming for symmetry. This method allows for slight variations in leaf width and does not require the leaves to be
centered or balanced, minimizing waste and labor. It is the least expensive veneer matching method because it uses the veneer as it is
cut, making it the best choice when budget is the primary concern.
* C. Blueprint matched: Blueprint matching (also called custom matching) involves precisely matching veneer leaves to a specific
design or pattern, often across multiple panels or surfaces (e.g., for a seamless look in a high-end conference room). This method is
highly labor-intensive and requires custom cutting and sequencing, making it the most expensive option.
* D. Balance and center match: This method combines balance matching (equal-width leaves) with center matching (leaves are
mirrored around the panel's centerline). It requires even more precision than a balance match, as the leaves must be both uniform
and centered, increasing labor and material costs due to additional trimming and waste.
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and AWI standards confirm that a running match is the most cost- effective veneer matching
method, as it minimizes waste and labor, making it ideal when budget is the primary criterion.
Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is B, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual.
Exact Extract:
From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 7: Design Elements and Principles): "A running match is the most cost-
effective veneer matching method, as it uses veneer leaves sequentially without trimming for symmetry, minimizing waste and labor
costs." Explanation from Official Source:
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that a running match is the least expensive veneer matching technique because it
applies veneer leaves as they come off the flitch, without the need for trimming or precise balancing. This reduces material waste and
labor, making it the best choice when budget is the primary concern, compared to more labor-intensive methods like balance match,
blueprint matched, or balance and center match.
Objectives:
* Understand different veneer matching techniques in interior design.
* Select the most cost-effective veneer matching method based on budget constraints.

NEW QUESTION # 117 
The IBC REQUIRES that panic or fire hardware must be used on doors in spaces or rooms with occupant loads of 50 or more that
are occupancies.

A. Storage
B. Business
C. Assembly

Answer: C

Explanation:
The International Building Code (IBC) requires panic or fire hardware on doors in spaces where rapid evacuation is critical due to
high occupant loads. Panic hardware allows doors to be opened quickly without requiring special knowledge or effort, which is
essential in emergencies. The IBC specifies that panic hardware is required in assembly occupancies (e.g., theaters, auditoriums)
with an occupant load of 50 or more, as these spaces often involve large crowds and a higher risk of panic during emergencies.
Option A (storage) typically has low occupant loads and does not require panic hardware. Option B (business) requires panic
hardware at a higher threshold (100 occupants), not 50.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on life safety codes.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualreferences IBC standards, stating, "The IBC requires panic or fire hardware on
doors in assembly occupancies with an occupant load of 50 or more to ensure safe evacuation." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum
requires knowledge of life safety codes, including IBC requirements for panic hardware in high-risk occupancies like assembly
spaces.
Objectives:
* Understand life safety requirements for egress (IDFX Objective: Codes and Standards).

NEW QUESTION # 118 
What is the heaviest line weight used in a drawing?

A. Hidden line
B. Profile line
C. Extension line
D. Object line

Answer: D



Explanation:
In architectural and interior design drawings, line weights are used to create a visual hierarchy, making it easier to distinguish between
different elements. The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and standard drafting conventions (e.g., as outlined by the American
Institute of Architects [AIA] and the National CAD Standard) specify the use of different line weights for various purposes in
drawings.
* A. Object line: Object lines (also called visible lines) are used to represent the visible edges of objects, such as walls, furniture, or
other physical elements in a drawing. These lines are typically drawn with the heaviest line weight to emphasize the primary elements
of the design and make them stand out. In standard drafting practice, object lines are usually 0.7 mm to 1.0 mm thick, depending on
the scale of the drawing.
* B. Profile line: Profile lines are not a standard term in architectural drafting. In some contexts, they might refer to lines used in
elevation drawings to outline the silhouette of a building, but these are typically the same as object lines and not distinctly heavier.
* C. Hidden line: Hidden lines are used to show edges that are not directly visible (e.g., edges behind a wall). These are drawn with
a lighter line weight, typically 0.3 mm to 0.5 mm, and are dashed to indicate they are not visible.
* D. Extension line: Extension lines are used in dimensioning to extend from the object to the dimension line. These are very thin
lines, typically 0.1 mm to 0.2 mm, to avoid confusion with the primary elements of the drawing.
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and industry standards confirm that object lines, which outline the primary visible elements of
a drawing, are drawn with the heaviest line weight to ensure clarity and emphasis in construction documents.
Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is A, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual.
Exact Extract:
From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 5: Construction Drawings and Specifications): "Object lines, used to represent
the visible edges of elements, are drawn with the heaviest line weight in a drawing to emphasize the primary components of the
design." Explanation from Official Source:
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that object lines are the heaviest in a drawing to create a clear visual hierarchy,
ensuring that the primary elements (e.g., walls, furniture) are easily distinguishable from secondary elements like hidden lines or
extension lines. This convention aligns with standard drafting practices to maintain clarity in construction documents.
Objectives:
* Understand the use of line weights in architectural drawings.
* Identify the heaviest line type used to represent primary elements in a drawing.

NEW QUESTION # 119
......
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