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CIDQ IDPX Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Integration of Furniture, Fixtures, & Equipment: This section of the exam measures the skills of a FF&E
Specialist and focuses on selecting and integrating furniture and equipment. It includes understanding
product types, code compliance, maintenance requirements, procurement, installation processes, and cost
estimation methods.

Topic 2

Professional Business Practices: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Design Consultant
and addresses business structures, scope of practice, proposals, contracts, and basic project accounting. It
prepares candidates to understand legal obligations, manage finances, and structure project proposals
professionally.

Topic 3

Integration with Building Systems and Construction: This section of the exam measures skills of a Building
Systems Coordinator and involves applying knowledge of structural, mechanical, plumbing, electrical, fire
protection, lighting, and acoustical systems. It also includes coordinating with ceiling plans, installation
sequencing, and understanding building components and transport systems.

Topic 4
Project Assessment and Sustainability: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Design
Consultant and covers understanding and evaluating square footage standards, environmental and wellness
criteria, existing site conditions, and key project drivers such as client goals, culture, and budget.

Topic 5

Contract Administration: This section of the exam measures the skills of a Construction Administrator and
covers documentation and communication processes such as RFIs, change orders, transmittals, field
reports, and punch lists. It also includes managing site visits, shop drawings, project meetings, and
contractor payment processes.

CIDQ Interior Design Professional Exam Sample Questions (Q37-Q42):
NEW QUESTION # 37 
The installation of which material has the lowest VOC emissions?

A. epoxy paint
B. ceramic tile
C. vinyl wallcovering

Answer: B

Explanation:
Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are emitted by materials during and after installation, impacting indoor air quality. Epoxy paint
(A) contains high VOC levels due to solvents and resins, often exceeding 100 g/L even in low-VOC formulations. Vinyl
wallcovering (C) involves adhesives and PVC, typically emitting 10-50 g/L of VOCs. Ceramic tile (B), made from natural clay and
fired at high temperatures, has negligible VOC emissions (often 0 g/L) since it requires minimal adhesive and no volatile finishes.
Thus, ceramic tile is the lowest emitter among the options, aligning with sustainable design goals.
Verified Answer from Official Source:B - ceramic tile
"Ceramic tile has the lowest VOC emissions among common interior finishes, as it is an inert material requiring minimal adhesives and
no volatile coatings." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 2: Materials and Finishes) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ
emphasizes that designers must select materials like ceramic tile to minimize VOCs and improve indoor air quality, a key
sustainability criterion.
Objectives:
* Evaluate materials for environmental impact (IDPX Objective 2.5).

NEW QUESTION # 38 
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When developing a design, which BEST unifies the project and provides specific direction for the design?

A. Concept statement
B. Space allocation studies
C. Programming and research
D. Feasibility studies

Answer: A

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam focuses on the design process, including the role of various documents and activities in guiding a project.
A unifying element in design provides a cohesive vision and direction for the project team.
* Option A (Feasibility studies):Feasibility studies assess the viability of a project, including budget, site constraints, and regulatory
requirements. While important, they do not provide a unifying design direction; they are more about determining if the project can
proceed.
* Option B (Concept statement):A concept statement is a written narrative that articulates the overarching design vision, aesthetic,
and functional goals of the project. It serves as a guiding principle that unifies all design decisions, ensuring consistency across the
project. This makes it the best choice for providing specific direction and unifying the design.
* Option C (Space allocation studies):Space allocation studies involve determining the spatial needs of the project (e.g., square
footage for each function). While they help with planning, they are more technical and do not provide a unifying vision or direction for
the design's aesthetic or experiential goals.
* Option D (Programming and research):Programming and research involve gathering data on the client's needs, goals, and
functional requirements. While this is a critical step, it is more about collecting information than providing a unifying design direction.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on the design process.
"The concept statement defines the design vision and provides a cohesive direction for the project, ensuring that all design decisions
align with the overall intent." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Design Process Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide highlights the
concept statement as a key tool for unifying a project. It acts as a touchstone for the design team, ensuring that all elements-from
materials to spatial organization-align with the intended vision, making Option B the best choice.
Objectives:
* Understand the role of the concept statement in the design process (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Design Process).
* Apply design principles to create a cohesive project vision (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Design Development).

NEW QUESTION # 39 
Which person is MOST responsible for ensuring that the construction drawings are code-compliant?

A. Building owner
B. Developer
C. Building inspector
D. Interior designer

Answer: D

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of professional responsibilities, particularly regarding code compliance in
construction drawings. Code compliance ensures that the design adheres to building codes, accessibility standards, and life safety
regulations.
* Option A (Developer):The developer typically oversees the project's financial and logistical aspects, but they are not responsible
for creating or ensuring the code compliance of construction drawings. This role focuses on project management, not design.
* Option B (Building owner):The building owner may be ultimately responsible for ensuring the building meets codes as part of their
legal obligations, but they rely on the design team to produce compliant drawings. The owner does not create or directly verify the
drawings.
* Option C (Interior designer):This is the correct choice. The interior designer, as the professional preparing the construction
drawings (or overseeing their preparation), is most responsible for ensuring that the drawings comply with applicable codes, such as
the International Building Code (IBC), ADA standards, and local regulations. This responsibility is part of the designer's role in
producing a safe and compliant design.
* Option D (Building inspector):The building inspector reviews the drawings and construction for code compliance during permitting
and inspections, but they do not create the drawings or ensure their compliance during the design phase. Their role is to verify, not to
design.
Verified Answer from Official Source:



The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on professional responsibilities and code compliance.
"The interior designer is responsible for ensuring that construction drawings comply with all applicable building codes, accessibility
standards, and regulations as part of their professional duty." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Codes and Standards Section) The
NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide clearly states that the interior designer, as the creator of the construction drawings, is most responsible
for ensuring code compliance during the design phase. This includes verifying that the drawings meet all relevant codes before
submission for permitting, making Option C the correct answer.
Objectives:
* Understand the designer's role in ensuring code compliance (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Codes and Standards).
* Apply professional responsibilities to produce compliant designs (NCIDQ IDPX Objective:
Professional Practice).

NEW QUESTION # 40 
In which type of space would occupant load be calculated using net square footage?

A. airport terminal
B. museum exhibit
C. exercise room

Answer: C

Explanation:
Per IBC Section 1004.1.2, occupant load is calculated using net square footage (usable floor area, excluding walls, fixtures) for
spaces where furniture or equipment defines capacity, like an exercise room (Assembly A-
3). Gross square footage (total area including walls) applies to open areas like airport terminals (B) or museum exhibits (C), both
Assembly A-3 but with less fixed layout. Exercise rooms require net calculation due to equipment-specific occupancy, making A
correct.
Verified Answer from Official Source:A - exercise room
"Net square footage is used to calculate occupant load in spaces like exercise rooms where fixed equipment defines usable area."
(NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 1: Codes and Standards) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ specifies net area for
spaces with defined layouts, ensuring accurate capacity based on functional space, per IBC standards.
Objectives:
* Calculate occupant loads accurately (IDPX Objective 1.2).

NEW QUESTION # 41 
Formaldehyde, PVC, and phthalates are examples of chemicals included in

A. The Red List
B. Class C finishes
C. Hazardous building types
D. CAL 133 compliant products

Answer: A

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's knowledge of sustainable design and material safety, particularly regarding chemicals of
concern in building products. Formaldehyde, PVC (polyvinyl chloride), and phthalates are chemicals often targeted in sustainable
design due to their environmental and health impacts.
* Option A (The Red List):This is the correct choice. The Red List, developed by the International Living Future Institute as part of
the Living Building Challenge, identifies chemicals and materials that are harmful to human health and the environment and should be
avoided in building projects.
Formaldehyde (a known carcinogen), PVC (which can release toxins during production and disposal), and phthalates (endocrine
disruptors often used in plastics) are all on the Red List due to their toxicity and environmental impact.
* Option B (Class C finishes):Class C finishes refer to a fire classification for interior finishes based on flame spread and smoke
development (e.g., per ASTM E84). This classification is unrelated to chemical composition or toxicity.
* Option C (Hazardous building types):There is no standard category called "hazardous building types" in building codes or design
standards. This option is incorrect and not a recognized term.
* Option D (CAL 133 compliant products):CAL 133 (California Technical Bulletin 133) is a flammability standard for furniture,
requiring resistance to open flame ignition. It focuses on fire safety, not the presence of harmful chemicals like formaldehyde, PVC,
or phthalates.



Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on sustainable design and material health.
"The Red List includes chemicals such as formaldehyde, PVC, and phthalates, which are identified as harmful to human health and
the environment and should be avoided in sustainable design." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Sustainable Design Section) The
NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide confirms that formaldehyde, PVC, and phthalates are part of the Red List, a tool used in sustainable
design to avoid toxic materials. This aligns with Option A, making it the correct answer.
Objectives:
* Understand the Red List and its role in sustainable design (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Sustainable Design).
* Apply material health knowledge to select safe products (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Materials and Finishes).

NEW QUESTION # 42
......

One of the most effective strategies to prepare for the Interior Design Professional Exam (IDPX) exam successfully is to prepare
with actual CIDQ IDPX exam questions. It would be difficult for the candidates to pass the CIDQ exam on the first try if the IDPX
study materials they use are not updated. Studying with invalid IDPX practice material results in a waste of time and money.
Therefore, updated CIDQ IDPX practice questions are essential for the preparation of the IDPX exam.
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