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NICET Inspection and Testing of Fire Alarm Systems Level I Exam Sample
Questions (Q20-Q25):
NEW QUESTION # 20 
What is the interval of a trouble signal test for retransmission to an off-premises location?

A. Annually
B. Weekly
C. Monthly
D. Semiannually

Answer: A

Explanation:
NFPA 72 requires annual testing to ensuretrouble signalsare correctly transmitted to the off-premises monitoring location (e.g.,
central station).
NFPA 72 (2022), Table 14.4.3.2 - Testing Frequencies and Methods:
Under "Off-Premises Transmission Equipment,"trouble signalsare testedannually.
This ensures that the system will properly report malfunctions.
Correct answer: D. Annually

NEW QUESTION # 21 
In private mode systems, what is the audibility requirement?

A. 15 dBA above ambient
B. 10 dBA above ambient
C. Minimum 85 dBA
D. Minimum 75 dBA

Answer: B

Explanation:
Private mode signaling is used in locations not open to the public (e.g., hospitals, certain office buildings).
The audibility requirement for private mode differs from public mode.
NFPA 72 (2022), Section 18.4.5.3:
"For private mode audible appliances, the sound level shall be at least 10 dBA above the averageambient sound level..." This
ensures the signal is heard clearly in the intended space without exceeding what's necessary.
Correct answer: C. 10 dBA above ambient

NEW QUESTION # 22 
How often are manual fire alarm boxes inspected?

A. Quarterly
B. Semiannually
C. Annually
D. Monthly

Answer: D

Explanation:
Manual fire alarm boxes (pull stations) must bevisually inspected monthlyto ensure accessibility, visibility, and no physical damage.
NFPA 72 (2022), Table 14.3.1 - Inspection Frequencies:
"Manual fire alarm boxes"#Monthly
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The inspection verifies the handle is not blocked and the device is clearly labeled.
Correct answer: A. Monthly

NEW QUESTION # 23 
With all notification appliances operating, what is the maximum sound pressure level, combined with the ambient sound pressure
level, at the minimum hearing distance allowed by code?

A. 100 dBA
B. 105 dBA
C. 115 dBA
D. 110 dBA

Answer: B

Explanation:
NFPA 72 places amaximum allowable sound pressure levelto prevent hearing damage or discomfort in occupied areas.
NFPA 72 (2022), Section 18.4.1.5:
"The total sound pressure level produced by the fire alarm system, including ambient noise, shall not exceed
105 dBA at the minimum hearing distance from the audible appliance."
This ensures alarm audibilitywithout causing harm.
Correct answer: B. 105 dBA

NEW QUESTION # 24 
Which of the following situations is considered an impairment?

A. Smoke detector within 4 feet of an air supply diffuser
B. Intelligible audibility
C. Closed sprinkler valve
D. Smoke detector within 4 feet of a return air opening

Answer: C

Explanation:
Animpairmentoccurs when part of the life safety system isdisabled or rendered ineffective. Aclosed sprinkler valvedirectly disables
part of the fire suppression system, which meets the definition of an impairment.
NFPA 72 (2022), Section 3.3.149 - Impairment:
"A condition where a fire protection or life safety system or portion thereof is out of service." Smoke detector placement issues may
be acode violationbut not a systemimpairment.Intelligible audibility is a positive attribute, not a problem.
Correct answer: A. Closed sprinkler valve

NEW QUESTION # 25
......
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