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American Society of Microbiology ABMM Sample Questions (Q138-Q143):

NEW QUESTION # 138

A research laboratory is developing a novel diagnostic assay for early detection of sepsis. They are investigating the use of host
biomarkers that are rapidly upregulated in response to bacterial infection. Which of the following biomarkers has shown promise for
differentiating between systemic inflammatory response syndrome (SIRS) and sepsis?

A. C-reactive protein (CRP)

B. Erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR)
C. Procalcitonin (PCT)

D. Interleukin-6 (IL-6)

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 139
A patient develops a localized skin infection after being bitten by a tick. The infection is characterized by a slowly expanding
erythematous rash with central clearing (erythema migrans). The MOST likely causative agent is:

A. Ehrlichia chaffeensis

B. Rickettsia rickettsii

C. Anaplasma phagocytophitum
D. Borrelia burgdorferi

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 140

‘Which pattern on a Kirby-Bauer disk diffusion plate, showing resistance of Staphylococcus aureus to erythromycin but susceptibility
to clindamycin with a flattening of the clindamycin zone adjacent to the erythromycin disk (D-zone test positive), indicates inducible
clindamycin resistance?

A. Indicates the strain possesses an erm gene and should be reported as clindamycin resistant
B. Indicates the strain should be reported as clindamycin susceptible

C. Indicates the strain is tolerant to clindamycin

D. Indicates the strain possesses the nmsrA gene

Answer: A

NEW QUESTION # 141
A clinical microbiology laboratory is preparing a Gram stain of a mixed bacterial culture containing both Gram-positive and Gram-
negative organisirs. The correct order of reagents used in the Gram staining procedure is:

A. Crystal violet, iodine, decolorizer, safranin
B. lodine, crystal violet, decolorizer, safranin
C. Safranin, crystal violet, decolorizer, iodine
D. Decolorizer, crystal violet, iodine, safranin

Answer: A
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NEW QUESTION # 142
A research laboratory is studying the pathogenesis of respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) infection in infants.
They find that a specific viral surface glycoprotein is primarily responsible for attachment to host cells. This glycoprotein is:

A. Hemagglutinin (H)
B. Matrix protein (M)

C. Fusion protein (F)
D. Neuraminidase (N)

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 143
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