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Topic Details

Topic 1

Programming and Site Analysis: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Designer and covers
the effective use of analytical techniques to understand a project’s context. Candidates must show how
they apply tools—such as spreadsheets, diagrams, and photographic studies—alongside research methods
like observations and precedent studies to evaluate site factors including location, orientation, zoning
restrictions, and existing conditions.

Topic 2

Relationship between Human Behavior and the Designed Environment: This section of the exam measures
skills of a Design Consultant and covers interpreting how people interact with spaces. Examinees
demonstrate an understanding of human factors—from ergonomic dimensions to social and cultural
influences—and how universal design principles ensure accessibility and inclusivity, while also considering
sensory impacts such as lighting, acoustics, and thermal comfort.

Topic 3

Technical Specifications for Furniture, Fixtures, & Equipment and Lighting: This section of the exam
measures skills of a Design Consultant and examines how to specify FF&E and lighting systems.
Candidates demonstrate an understanding of life?safety requirements, sustainability metrics, material
performance standards, and how to choose appropriate fixtures—considering factors like luminous
efficacy, color rendering, and energy load—to meet functional and environmental goals.

Topic 4

Interior Building Materials and Finishes: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior
Designer and explores the selection and specification of surface materials. Examinees must show
comprehension of the performance standards, installation methods, and technical considerations for textiles,
floor coverings, wall and ceiling treatments, acoustical products, and signage within interior environments.

Topic 5

Life Safety and Universal Design: This section of the exam measures skills of a Design Consultant and
addresses the principles that protect occupants and ensure accessibility. Candidates demonstrate
knowledge of life?safety requirements—such as egress paths, fire separation, and alarm coordination—as
well as universal design strategies that accommodate diverse abilities and special?needs populations.

CIDQ Interior Design Fundamentals Exam Sample Questions (Q98-Q103):
NEW QUESTION # 98 
Filing systems are specified by the designer and purchased by the client. Later, the manufacturer offers the designer a commission for
using that product. What should they do?

A. Pass the commission on to the client
B. Politely refuse the commission
C. Accept the commission
D. Request a non-monetary commission instead

Answer: B

Explanation:
Accepting a commission from a manufacturer for specifying their product creates a conflict of interest, as it may influence the
designer's objectivity and compromise their fiduciary duty to the client. The NCIDQ Code of Ethics requires designers to act in the
best interest of the client and avoid any actions that could be perceived as a conflict of interest. The designer should politely refuse
the commission to maintain professional integrity. Option A (accept the commission) violates ethical standards. Option C (pass the
commission to the client) still involves accepting the commission, which is unethical. Option D (request a non- monetary commission)
also creates a conflict of interest, as it still involves receiving a benefit.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on professional ethics.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ Code of Ethicsstates, "Designers shall not accept commissions or benefits from suppliers that may
influence their professional judgment, and should refuse such offers to avoid conflicts of interest." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum
includes professional practice and ethics, emphasizing the importance of maintaining impartiality and transparency in product
specification.
Objectives:
* Understand ethical responsibilities in professional practice (IDFX Objective: Professional Practice).



NEW QUESTION # 99 
A client requires design services for their new office, which will occupy an entire floor in an existing building. During the programming
phase, what group of tasks would the designer perform?

A. Conduct user interviews; review building codes and zoning; analyze spatial requirements.
B. Review lease agreement; select color schemes; review building codes and zoning.
C. Review building codes and zoning; develop as-built drawings; develop preliminary cost estimates.
D. Develop as-built drawings; review lease agreements; develop workstation standards.

Answer: A

Explanation:
During the programming phase for a new office occupying an entire floor, the designer focuses on gathering and analyzing information
to define the project's requirements. The key tasks include conducting user interviews to understand the client's needs (e.g., number
of employees, workflow), reviewing building codes and zoning to ensure compliance (e.g., occupancy limits, egress requirements),
and analyzing spatial requirements to determine the necessary square footage and adjacencies. Option A includes selecting color
schemes, which occurs later in the design development phase. Option B includes developing as-built drawings and workstation
standards, which are part of the schematic design phase. Option D includes developing preliminary cost estimates, which may occur
but is not a primary programming task.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on the programming phase.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "During the programming phase, the designer should conduct user
interviews, review building codes and zoning, and analyze spatial requirements to define the project's needs." The NCIDQ IDFX
curriculum defines programming as the process of gathering data through user interviews, ensuring compliance with codes, and
analyzing spatial needs to create a program document.
Objectives:
* Conduct programming tasks to define project requirements (IDFX Objective: Programming and Site Analysis).

NEW QUESTION # 100 
What is the MOST important consideration when determining relative traffic flow within an open-plan office?

A. Vertical circulation
B. Light levels
C. Department proximities
D. File management

Answer: C

Explanation:
In an open-plan office, relative traffic flow refers to how people move through the space to perform their tasks efficiently. The most
important consideration is department proximities, as placing related departments close to each other minimizes unnecessary
movement, enhances collaboration, and streamlines workflow. For example, placing the marketing and sales teams near each other
reduces travel time for frequent interactions.
Option A (light levels) affects comfort but not traffic flow directly. Option B (file management) is a logistical concern, not a primary
driver of traffic flow. Option C (vertical circulation) is relevant for multi-story buildings but less critical in a single-level open-plan
office compared to horizontal proximities.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on space planning and human behavior.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "In an open-plan office, the most important consideration for determining
traffic flow is department proximities, ensuring related functions are placed close together to optimize movement and collaboration."
The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum emphasizes space planning principles, with department proximities being a key factor in designing
efficient traffic flow in open-plan offices.
Objectives:
* Apply space planning principles to optimize traffic flow (IDFX Objective: Human Behavior and the Designed Environment).

NEW QUESTION # 101 
A client is interested in leasing a 2nd floor space in a commercial building to open a bakery shop. The client has asked the interior



designer to evaluate the space to ensure it is adequate to fit the program. What is the first thing that the interior designer should do?

A. Validate zoning allowance and building code requirements
B. Identify the mechanical systems of adjacent spaces
C. Perform site verification and identify potentially costly modifications
D. Evaluate building facades for alignment with the bakery brand

Answer: A

Explanation:
When evaluating a space for a new use, such as a bakery shop in a commercial building, the interior designer must ensure that the
space is legally and functionally suitable for the proposed program. The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual outlines the steps of the
design process, emphasizing the importance of addressing legal and regulatory requirements as the first step in such evaluations.
* A. Identify the mechanical systems of adjacent spaces: Understanding the mechanical systems (e.g., HVAC, plumbing) is
important for ensuring the space can support the bakery's operational needs (e.g., ventilation for ovens). However, this is a technical
detail that comes later in the process, after confirming that the space is legally permissible for the proposed use.
* B. Validate zoning allowance and building code requirements: The first step in evaluating a space for a new use is to confirm that
the proposed use is allowed under local zoning laws and building codes.
Zoning regulations determine whether a bakery (a commercial use) is permitted in the building's location (e.g., a commercial district).
Building codes, such as the IBC, dictate requirements for occupancy classification (e.g., Group M for retail, with additional
considerations for food preparation), fire safety, egress, and accessibility. For a bakery, specific code requirements might include
ventilation for commercial kitchens, grease traps, and adequate egress for the occupancy load. If the space is not zoned or coded for
a bakery, the project may not be feasible, making this the criticalfirst step.
* C. Evaluate building facades for alignment with the bakery brand: While the building's facade and its alignment with the bakery's
brand are important for marketing and aesthetics, this is a design consideration that comes later, after confirming the space's legal
suitability.
* D. Perform site verification and identify potentially costly modifications: Site verification (e.g., measuring the space, assessing
existing conditions) is an important step, but it assumes the space is already deemed feasible for the proposed use. Identifying costly
modifications (e.g., structural changes, plumbing upgrades) is part of the programming and schematic design phases, not the first
step.
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual emphasizes that validating zoning and building code requirements is the first step in evaluating
a space for a new use, as it ensures the project is legally feasible before proceeding with further design work.
Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is B, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual.
Exact Extract:
From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 2: Building Codes and Standards): "When evaluating a space for a new use,
the first step is to validate zoning allowances and building code requirements to ensure the proposed use is legally permissible."
Explanation from Official Source:
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that zoning and building code validation is the initial step in assessing a space for a
new use, as it determines whether the project can proceed legally. For a bakery, this involves checking if the zoning allows
commercial food preparation and if the building meets code requirements for the occupancy, such as fire safety, egress, and
ventilation. This step prevents wasted effort on a project that may not be feasible due to legal constraints.
Objectives:
* Understand the initial steps in evaluating a space for a new use.
* Apply zoning and building code knowledge to ensure project feasibility.

NEW QUESTION # 102 
What is the MOST appropriate way to determine the number of lavatories required in a commercial restroom
[washroom]?

A. Interview the client to determine number of users
B. Create a floor plan to determine space availability
C. Consult the plumbing code based on the building's jurisdiction

Answer: C

Explanation:
The number of lavatories required in a commercial restroom is determined by plumbing codes, which are based on the building's
occupancy type and occupant load. The International Plumbing Code (IPC) or local plumbing codes specify the minimum number of
fixtures (e.g., lavatories, toilets) required per occupant load, ensuring adequate facilities for hygiene and safety. Consulting the
plumbing code based on the building's jurisdiction is the most appropriate method, as it provides a legally binding standard. Option



A (interview the client) may provide user data but does not ensure code compliance. Option B (create a floor plan) determines
space availability, not the required number of fixtures.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on plumbing codes.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "The number of lavatories in a commercial restroom must be determined
by consulting the plumbing code based on the building's jurisdiction, which specifies fixture requirements by occupancy and load."
The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum requires designers to apply plumbing codes to ensure compliance with health and safety standards in
commercial restrooms.
Objectives:
* Apply plumbing codes to restroom design (IDFX Objective: Codes and Standards).

NEW QUESTION # 103
......

As is known to us, the leading status of the knowledge-based economy has been established progressively. It is more and more
important for us to keep pace with the changeable world and improve ourselves for the beautiful life. So the IDFX certification has
also become more and more important for all people. Because a lot of people long to improve themselves and get the decent job. In
this circumstance, more and more people will ponder the question how to get the IDFX Certification successfully in a short time.
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