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NCIDQ - IDFX Practice Test 1

According to BOMA standards, net araa i measured for a tenan! suite from the:

A outside of (he exterior wall to the centerding of the opposite interior partition

B. center of the extenor wall 10 the nside of the apposite imanior paritien

C. dominant insida fmished surface of the exlésor wall to the centerline of tha cpposite
Interior partition,

D. dominant insida finizhed surface of the extenor wall to the nside of the opposite
Interior partition. - answer  Answen D

Al project closeout, what documentation MUST contain the cerfification of flameproofing
for finishas?

A Maintenance manuals for fumishings and finishes

B. Gueraniees or warranties for furnishings and finishes

C. Recond documents for fnish applicabions and furniure instalfations

D. Ceriificates of completion for finish applications and furnilura installations - answer
Answer: B

Al what stage would you conduct a building analysis for an existing mulisiony structure
that is to be renovaled and converted from office use o school use?

A, Schamatics

B. Master planning

C. Code snalysis

D. Programming - answer  Answer; D

Diuring fumiture installation, the FFAE vendor nobices that a table on the instalalon
dranwing was not delivered. Whalt should happen NEXT?

A The FFAE vendor contacls the manufacturer's courier 1o confirm the revised delivery
schedule.

B. The FF&E vendor reviews the packing lists and purchase order

C. The designer contacts the manufacturer to send a replacement

DO The designer files a claim against the camer. - answer  Answern. B

In & presentalion o a client during the schemalic design phase, whatl method of
communication would help the client achieve a clear understanding of the design intent?
A, Parspoctive Skaelches

B. Finish samples

C. Orthographic drawings

D. Witten design concapd - answer  Answen A
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CIDQ IDFX Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic

Details

Topic 1

Construction Drawings, Schedules, and Specifications: This section of the exam measures skills of

an Interior Designer and covers the production and interpretation of technical documents. Test?takers must
show mastery of drawing standards, dimensioning conventions, and code?required annotations, as well as
the ability to develop plans, sections, elevations, schedules, and millwork details that accurately
communicate design intent.

Topic 2

Professional Development and Ethics: This section of the exam measures skills of a Design Consultant and
emphasizes the importance of ethical practice and ongoing learning. Candidates demonstrate familiarity with
professional codes of conduct, consumer?protection principles, and strategies for continuing education and
engagement with industry organizations.

Topic 3

Life Safety and Universal Design: This section of the exam measures skills of a Design Consultant and
addresses the principles that protect occupants and ensure accessibility. Candidates demonstrate
knowledge of life?safety requirements—such as egress paths, fire separation, and alarm coordination—as
well as universal design strategies that accommodate diverse abilities and special?needs populations.

Topic 4

Programming and Site Analysis: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Designer and covers
the effective use of analytical techniques to understand a project’s context. Candidates must show how
they apply tools—such as spreadsheets, diagrans, and photographic studies—alongside research methods
like observations and precedent studies to evaluate site factors including location, orientation, zoning
restrictions, and existing conditions.

Topic 5

Relationship between Human Behavior and the Designed Environment: This section of the exam measures
skills of a Design Consultant and covers interpreting how people interact with spaces. Examinees
demonstrate an understanding of human factors—from ergonomic dimensions to social and cultural
mnfluences—and how universal design principles ensure accessibility and inclusivity, while also considering
sensory impacts such as lighting, acoustics, and thermal comfort.

Topic 6

Technical Specifications for Furniture, Fixtures, & Equipment and Lighting: This section of the exam
measures skills of a Design Consultant and examines how to specify FF&E and lighting systers.
Candidates demonstrate an understanding of life?safety requirements, sustainability metrics, material
performance standards, and how to choose appropriate fixtures—considering factors like luminous
efficacy, color rendering, and energy load—to meet functional and environmental goals.

Topic 7

Design Communication Techniques: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Designer and
focuses on translating research and concepts into clear visual formats. Test?takers show how they develop
charts, infographics, and conceptual diagrans to convey ideas, and how they organize planning diagrams—
like adjacency studies and zoning plans—to guide the layout and finctional relationships within a space.

CIDQ Interior Design Fundamentals Exam Sample Questions (Q66-Q71):

NEW QUESTION # 66
The laws of perception, proximity, closure, continuity, and similarity are part of which theory?

Answer: C

Explanation:

A. Third place
B. Maslow's
C. Gestalt

D. Integration

The laws of perception, including proximity (elements close together are perceived as related),closure (the mind completes
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incomplete shapes), continuity (elements aligned in a path are seen as continuous), and similarity (similar elements are grouped
together), are principles of Gestalt theory. Gestalt theory, developed by psychologists in the early 20th century, explains how humans
perceive and organize visual information into meaningful patterns. Option B (Maslow's) refers to the hierarchy of needs, a
motivational theory, not perception. Option C (integration) is not a recognized theory in this context. Option D (third place) refers to
social spaces outside home and work, unrelated to perception.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on human behavior and perception.

Exact Extract:.TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "The laws of perception, such as proximity, closure, continuity, and
similarity, are part of Gestalt theory, which explains how humans organize visual information." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum
includes Gestalt theory as part of understanding human perception, which informs design decisions related to visual organization and
aesthetics.

Objectives:

* Understand theories of perception in design (IDFX Objective: Human Behavior and the Designed Environment).

NEW QUESTION # 67
In a senior living facility, which of the following floor coverings is best to avoid falls?

A. Cut pile, low density carpet, direct glue installation

B. Mutti-level, cut and loop carpet, direct glue installation
C. Low pile, plush carpet, nstalled over pad

D. Low pile, high density carpet, direct glue installation

Answer: D

Explanation:

In senior living facilities, floor coverings nust be selected to mmimize the risk of falls, which is a significant concern for older adults
due to potential mobility and balance issues. The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and accessibility standards, such as the ADA
and the Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards (UFAS), provide guidelines for safe flooring in such environments. Key factors to
consider include surface texture, pile height, density, and installation method, as these affect traction, stability, and ease of movement,
especially for those using assistive devices like walkers or wheelchairs.

* A. Multi-level, cut and loop carpet, direct glue installation: Multi-level carpets have varying pile heights, which can create uneven
surfaces and increase the risk of tripping. While the direct glue installation provides stability, the multi-level texture makes this option
less safe for seniors.

* B. Low pile, plush carpet, installed over pad: Plush carpet, even with a low pile, is soft and cushioned, which can cause instability
for seniors, especially those with mobility issues. The padding underneath adds to the softness, making it harder to walk on and
ncreasing the risk of falls.

Additionally, padded carpets can create resistance for wheelchairs, making mobility more difficult.

* C. Low pile, high density carpet, direct glue installation: Low pile (short fibers) reduces the risk of tripping, and high density (tightly
packed fibers) provides a firm, stable surfacethat supports walking and wheelchair movement. Direct glue installation ensures the
carpet is securely adhered to the floor, preventing shifts or wrinkles that could cause tripping, This option offers the best combination
of safety and stability for a senior living facility.

*D. Cut pile, low density carpet, direct glue installation: While the low pile and direct glue installation are positive, low density
means the carpet fibers are less tightly packed, resulting in a softer, less stable surface. This can increase the risk of falls compared to
a high-density carpet.

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual emphasizes that flooring in senior living facilities should prioritize safety by providing a firm,
even surface with good traction. Low pile, high-density carpet with a direct glue installation meets these criteria, aligning with
accessibility standards like the ADA, which requires flooring to be "stable, firm, and slip-resistant." Verified Answer from Official
Source:The correct answer is C, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and ADA Standards for Accessible Design.
Exact Extract:

From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 6: Human Factors and Ergonomics): "In senior living facilities, flooring should
be selected to minimize fall risks, with low pile, high-density carpet installed using direct glue methods providing a stable, firm surface
that supports safe mobility." Explanation from Official Source:

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that low pile, high-density carpet with direct glue installation is ideal for senior living
facilities because it provides a firm, even surface that reduces tripping hazards and supports mobility for residents, including those
using assistive devices. The manual also references accessibility standards, such as the ADA, which require flooring to be stable and
slip-resistant to ensure safety.

Objectives:

* Understand the safety considerations for flooring in senior living facilities.

* Apply accessibility standards to select appropriate floor coverings for vulnerable populations.



NEW QUESTION # 68
What is the MOST appropriate way to determine the number of lavatories required in a commercial restroom
[washroom]?

¢ A Create a floor plan to determine space availability
¢ B. Interview the client to determine number of users
e C. Consult the plumbing code based on the building's jurisdiction

Answer: C

Explanation:

The number of lavatories required in a commercial restroom is determined by plumbing codes, which are based on the building's
occupancy type and occupant load. The International Plumbing Code (IPC) or local plumbing codes specify the minimum number of
fixtures (e.g., lavatories, toilets) required per occupant load, ensuring adequate facilities for hygiene and safety. Consulting the
plumbing code based on the building's jurisdiction is the most appropriate method, as it provides a legally binding standard. Option
A (interview the client) may provide user data but does not ensure code compliance. Option B (create a floor plan) determines
space availability, not the required number of fixtures.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on plumbing codes.

Exact Extract:.TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "The number of lavatories in a commercial restroom must be determined
by consulting the plumbing code based on the building’s jurisdiction, which specifies fixture requirements by occupancy and load."
The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum requires designers to apply plumbing codes to ensure compliance with health and safety standards in
commercial restroomns.

Objectives:

* Apply plumbing codes to restroom design (IDFX Objective: Codes and Standards).

NEW QUESTION # 69
Which characteristics are considered when specifying window treatments to reduce heat gain in an office space?

A. High R-value, low-emissivity, and a dark fabric color
B. High R-value, low-emissivity, and a light fabric color

C. Low R-value, high-emissivity, and a light fabric color
D. Low R-value, high-emissivity, and a dark fabric color

Answer: B

Explanation:

Reducing heat gain in an office space through window treatments involves understanding thermal properties and the role of color in
heat absorption and reflection. The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and sustainability standards (e.g., ASHRAE) provide
guidance on specifying window treatments for energy efficiency.

* R-value: The R-value measures a material's resistance to heat flow (thermal resistance). A higher R- value indicates better
nsulation, which helps reduce heat gain by preventing heat from entering the space through the window treatment.

* Emissivity: Emissivity measures a material's ability to emit infrared energy (heat). Low-emissivity (low-E) materials reflect heat
rather than absorbing and re-emitting it, which helps keep heat out of the space.

* Fabric color: Light-colored fabrics reflect more sunlight, reducing heat absorption, while dark colors absorb more heat, increasing
heat gain.

Now, let's evaluate the options:

* A. Low R-value, high-emissivity, and a light fabric color: A low R-value means poor insulation, allowing more heat to pass
through. High-emissivity means the material will absorb and re-emit heat, increasing heat gain. While a light fabric color helps reflect
sunlight, the other two characteristics are counterproductive to reducing heat gain.

* B. High R-value, low-emissivity, and a light fabric color: A high R-value provides goodinsulation, reducing heat transfer. Low-
emissivity reflects heat, preventing it from entering the space. A light fabric color reflects sunlight, further minimizing heat gain. This
combination is the most effective for reducing heat gain in an office space.

* #*C. Low R-value, high-emissivity, and a dark fabric color: A low R-value and high-emissivity increase heat gain, and a dark
fabric color absorbs more heat, making this the least effective option for reducing heat gain.

* D. High R-value, low-emissivity, and a dark fabric color: While a high R-value and low-emissivity are beneficial, a dark fabric
color absorbs more heat, counteracting the benefits of the other two characteristics.

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual emphasizes that window treatments for energy efficiency should maximize insulation (high R-
value), minimize heat absorption (low-emissivity), and reflect sunlight (light colors) to reduce heat gain effectively.



Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is B, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual.

Exact Extract:

From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 8: Environmental Control Systems): "To reduce heat gain through window
treatments, specify materials with a high R-value for nsulation, low-emissivity to reflect heat, and light colors to minimize solar
absorption." Explanation from Official Source:

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that reducing heat gain requires a combmation of high thermal resistance (R-value),
low heat emission (emissivity), and light colors to reflect sunlight. This ensures that the window treatment minimizes the transfer of
heat into the space, improving energy efficiency in an office environment.

Objectives:

* Understand the thermal properties of materials in interior design applications.

* Apply sustamnability principles to specify window treatments for energy efficiency.

NEW QUESTION # 70
What is the total length of ramp required for a rise of 1'-6" [45.72 cm]?

A. 12 feet [3.66 m]
B. 18 feet [5.49 m]
C. 16 feet [4.88 m]
D. 36 feet [10.97 m]

Answer: B

Explanation:

The total length of a ramp is determined by its slope, which must comply with ADA accessibility standards.

The ADA requires a maximum slope of 1:12 for ramps, meaning for every 1 inch of rise, the ramp must extend 12 inches in length. A
rise of 1'-6" is 18 inches (since 1 foot =12 inches, 1'-6"= 12 + 6 = 18 inches).

Using the 1:12 ratio, the ramp length is 18 inches x 12 =216 inches, or 216 + 12 = 18 feet. Therefore, the total length required is 18
feet (5.49 m). Option A (12 feet) would result in a steeper slope (1:8), which is not ADA-compliant. Option B (16 feet) is also too
short (slope of 1:10.67). Option D (36 feet) is excessive and not the minimum required.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on accessibility standards.

Exact Extract:.TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualreferences ADA standards, stating, "For a ramp with a rise of 18 inches, the
minimum length required at a 1:12 slope is 18 feet (216 inches), ensuring accessibility." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum requires
designers to apply ADA standards for ramps, with the 1:12 slope being the maximum allowable to ensure safe access for wheelchair
users.

Objectives:

* Apply accessibility standards to ramp design (IDFX Objective: Codes and Standards).

NEW QUESTION # 71
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