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Snowflake Certified SnowPro Associate - Platform Certification Sample
Questions (Q12-Q17):
NEW QUESTION # 12 
You are using Snowflake notebooks to build a data pipeline. You want to parameterize a SQL query using Python variables to filter
data based on a date range provided as input to the notebook. You have and 'end_date' Python variables. Which of the following is
the most secure and efficient way to incorporate these variables into a SQL query executed within a Snowflake notebook using
Snowpark?

A. 
B. 

C. 
D. 

E. 

Answer: E

Explanation:
Option B is the most secure and efficient way. Snowpark's 'session.sql()' method supports parameterized queries using ':1 , `:2' ,
etc., to represent placeholders for the Python variables.
This prevents SQL injection vulnerabilities and allows Snowflake to optimize the query execution plan by reusing it with different
parameter values. Option A is vulnerable to SQL injection. Option C is a less secure string formatting method. Option D is prone to
errors and SQL injection. Option E is not a valid way to parameterize the query in Snowflake with Snowpark API.

NEW QUESTION # 13 
You are tasked with loading data from a series of CSV files stored in an Amazon S3 bucket into Snowflake. The CSV files contain
a header row, but some files have slight variations in the number and order of columns. You want to ensure that all relevant data is
loaded correctly, even if the column order differs, and that any extra columns are ignored. Which of the following approaches is the
MOST appropriate and efficient?

A. Define a single external table with a VARIANT column and use Snowflake's CSV parsing capabilities to load all files into
that column. Then, extract the relevant data using JSON path expressions.
B. Create a single target table with all possible columns from all CSV files, using 'SKIP_HEADER = 1' and explicitly map the
columns in the 'COPY INTO' statement to the correct columns in the target table, using the 'FILE FORMAT option to
specify the correct field delimiter.
C. Create a VIEW on top of the external table to ensure that column names are consistent across all files.
Then load the data into view.
D. Create a separate external table for each CSV file with a different column structure.
E. Pre-process the CSV files to standardize the column order and names before loading them into Snowflake.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Creating a single target table with all possible columns and explicitly mapping the columns in the
'COPY INTO' statement is the most appropriate. This approach handles variations in column order by explicitly mapping columns
from the CSV files to the target table. It is more performant than VARIANT, and doesn't require external preprocessing. Option A
is not scalable and difficult to maintain. Option B is suitable for schema evolution but is not recommended if schemas are already
known. Option D loading data into view, is not direct approach, and requires external table and COPY command need a table not
view to load. Option E pre-processing helps if data consistency is high priority, but adds complexity to workflow and is not part of
Snowflake functionalities.

NEW QUESTION # 14 



Which task is performed in the Cloud Services layer in the Snowflake architecture?

A. Optimizing network traffic
B. Managing user roles
C. Scaling warehouses up and down
D. Optimizing SQL queries

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 15 
A data scientist needs to create a temporary table in Snowflake to perform some data analysis.
The table should only be accessible within their current session and should be automatically dropped at the end of the session. Which
of the following SQL statements is the CORRECT way to create such a table?

A. CREATE TEMP TABLE AS SELECT FROM existing_table;
B. CREATE GLOBAL TEMPORARY TABLE AS SELECT FROM existing_table;
C. CREATE LOCAL TEMPORARY TABLE AS SELECT FROM existing_table;
D. CREATE TABLE AS SELECT FROM existing_table;
E. CREATE VOLATILE TABLE AS SELECT FROM existing_table;

Answer: A

Explanation:
The 'CREATE TEMP TABLE statement is the correct way to create a temporary table in Snowflake that is only visible within the
current session and is automatically dropped when the session ends. 'GLOBAL TEMPORARY TABLE' and 'LOCAL
TEMPORARY TABLE' are not valid Snowflake syntax. 'CREATE TABLE without 'TEMP' creates a permanent table.
'VOLATILE applies to functions, not tables.

NEW QUESTION # 16 
A data engineer is tasked with creating a hierarchical structure for managing data access. They need to create a database named
'analytics db', a schema named 'reporting schema', and several views within the schema. These views will be used by different teams
with varying levels of access. Which of the following SQL statements demonstrates the correct order and structure for creating these
Snowflake objects, considering the object hierarchy?

A. CREATE DATABASE analytics_db; CREATE SCHEMA CREATE VIEW AS SELECT FROM tablel;
B. CREATE SCHEMA reporting_schema; CREATE DATABASE analytics_db; CREATE VIEW AS SELECT FROM
tablel ;
C. CREATE SCHEMA reporting_schema; CREATE DATABASE analytics_db; CREATE VIEW reporting_schema.viewl
AS SELECT FROM tablel ;
D. CREATE DATABASE analytics_db; CREATE SCHEMA reporting_schema IN DATABASE analytics_db; CREATE
VIEW AS SELECT FROM tablel;
E. CREATE VIEW AS SELECT FROM tablel ; CREATE SCHEMA reporting_schema; CREATE DATABASE
analytics_db;

Answer: D

Explanation:
Option D correctly reflects the Snowflake object hierarchy: Database Schema -> View. It first creates the database Then, it creates
the schema `reporting_schema' within the `analytics_db' database. Finally, it creates the view `viewl within the
analytics_db.reporting_schema' schema.
Other options are syntactically incorrect or do not follow the correct object hierarchy. Note the 'IN DATABASE' clause is required
when specifying database name with Schema Create statement.
Option C is incorrect since you can't create a schema in a database like that.

NEW QUESTION # 17
......
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