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Snowflake Certified SnowPro Associate - Platform Certification Sample
Questions (Q315-Q320):
NEW QUESTION # 315 
You have a JSON file stored in an internal stage containing customer data with varying schem

A. Create two different views: one for customers with nested address objects and another for customers with string
addresses. Then use 'IJNION ALL' on the views.
B. Use a stored procedure to iterate through each JSON record, determine the address format, and then extract the address.
C. Load the JSON data into a relational table and use a 'UNION ALL' query to combine records with different schema.
D. Use the `LATERAL FLATTEN' function to explode the JSON and then use and to handle different formats.
E. Some customers have address information stored as a nested JSON object, while others have it stored as a simple string.
How can you efficiently query all customer records and retrieve the address information, regardless of its format?
F. Use to dynamically determine the column type and then apply appropriate conversion functions.

Answer: E

Explanation:
'LATERAL FLATTEN' helps process JSON and then the and functions are used to handle the different formats of the address. This
is the most efficient approach. Loading into a relational table is not suited for semi-structured data. Using two views then UNION
ALL is a valid strategy, however Flatten will be more efficient. Using a stored procedure would be inefficient.

NEW QUESTION # 316 
A data team is using a Snowflake virtual warehouse for both ETL processes and ad-hoc reporting. During peak ETL hours,
reporting queries are significantly slowed down. What is the BEST strategy to mitigate this issue without over-provisioning
resources?

A. Increase the size of the existing warehouse to X-Large.
B. Reduce the concurrency level of the ETL processes.
C. Create two separate virtual warehouses: one for ETL and one for reporting.
D. Schedule all reporting queries to run outside of ETL hours.
E. Enable resource monitors to limit the credit usage of reporting queries.

Answer: C

Explanation:
Creating separate warehouses isolates the ETL and reporting workloads, preventing resource contention. This ensures that reporting
queries have dedicated compute resources, even during peak ETL hours. Increasing the warehouse size (option A) is a less targeted
approach and may be more expensive. Scheduling queries (option C) might not be feasible for ad-hoc reporting.
Reducing ETL concurrency (option D) might impact ETL completion time. Resource monitors (option E) limit credit usage but don't
improve query performance if the warehouse is already overloaded.

NEW QUESTION # 317 
A Snowflake account has a virtual warehouse named `ANALYTICS WH' configured with multi- clustering. The MIN CLUSTER
COUNT is set to 1, and the MAX CLUSTER COUNT is set to 3.
During a period of heavy query load, all three clusters are active. However, after the peak period, the query load decreases
significantly. Which of the following statements are TRUE regarding the automatic scaling behavior of this virtual warehouse? (Select
TWO)

A. The time it takes for Snowflake to reduce the number of clusters depends on the `SCALING POLICY set for the
warehouse. `ECONOMY' will scale down faster than 'STANDARD.
B. Snowflake will automatically reduce the number of active clusters down to the MIN_CLUSTER_COUNT (1) when the
query load decreases.
C. Snowflake will maintain all three clusters indefinitely, regardless of the query load, until the administrator manually scales
down the warehouse.
D. Snowflake will automatically suspend all clusters when the query load drops below a certain threshold.



E. Snowflake will immediately suspend all idle clusters to minimize credit consumption.

Answer: A,B

Explanation:
Snowflake automatically scales down the number of active clusters in a multi-cluster warehouse when the query load decreases,
eventually reducing it to the MIN_CLUSTER_COUNT (1) (B).
The 'SCALING_POLICY determines how aggressively Snowflake scales the warehouse up and down. 'ECONOMY' scales down
more aggressively than 'STANDARD' to minimize credit consumption (E). Snowflake will not suspend all clusters entirely if
MIN_CLUSTER_COUNT is set to 1 . The clusters are not suspended immediately (C). (D) is incorrect as Snowflake does
automatically scale down.

NEW QUESTION # 318 
You are tasked with loading data from a Parquet file into a Snowflake table. The Parquet file contains a column with a timestamp
datatype. However, the timestamp values are being incorrectly loaded into Snowflake due to a mismatch in the expected timestamp
format. Which approach should you take to address this issue?

A. Update the Snowflake table column datatype to TEXT and then CAST the values.
B. Modify the Parquet file to align with the default Snowflake timestamp format.
C. Set the 'TIME ZONE parameter at the session level before running the 'COPY INTO* command.
D. Create a view on top of the Parquet file and apply a 'TO_TIMESTAMP' function with the correct format.
E. Use the 'TIMESTAMP_FORMAT option within the 'COPY INTO' command with the appropriate format string.

Answer: E

Explanation:
Option B is the most direct and efficient way to handle timestamp format discrepancies. By specifying the
'TIMESTAMP_FORMAT option within the 'COPY INTO' command, you can instruct Snowflake to parse the timestamp values in
the Parquet file using the correct format string.
Option A is less practical as modifying the Parquet file might not always be feasible. Option C is also incorrect because Parquet files
cannot be created on views. Option D addresses time zone issues, not format discrepancies. Option E will load them as text, which
is not desirable.

NEW QUESTION # 319 
You are inserting data into a table named 'EVENTS' which contains a column 'EVENT DATA' of type 'VARIANT'. The data being
inserted comes from an external stage and is in JSON format.
However, you are encountering errors because some of the JSON documents contain deeply nested arrays and objects, leading to
excessive memory consumption during the INSERT operation. Which of the following actions can you take to mitigate this issue and
successfully load the data using the 'INSERT' command with data from a stage? Choose TWO.

A. Use the `VALIDATE function to identify problematic JSON documents and exclude them from the INSERT operation.
B. Pre-process the JSON data outside of Snowflake to flatten or simplify the nested structures before loading it into the stage.
C. Increase the size of the virtual warehouse to provide more memory for the INSERT operation.
D. Break down the INSERT operation into smaller batches, processing subsets of the data at a time.
E. Use = TRUE file format option for the stage.

Answer: B,D

Explanation:
Options B and E are the most effective solutions. Option B, pre-processing the data to flatten it reduces the complexity of individual
JSON documents, lowering memory consumption during the insert. Option E, batching the INSERT operations limits the amount of
memory used in each individual operation, preventing the warehouse from being ovemhelmed. Option A, increasing the warehouse
size can help, but it's often a more expensive solution than optimizing the data loading process itself. Option C only strips the outer
array. Option D does not resolve the issue during load.

NEW QUESTION # 320
......
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