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Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q142-Q147):
NEW QUESTION # 142 
An XSIAM customer with a highly sensitive environment requires that certain 'Highly Confidential' alerts (e.g., those involving C-
level executives or intellectual property breaches) have their sensitive fields (e.g., 'Internal IP Address', 'Affected Username')
automatically masked or red-acted for all analysts, except for a select group of 'Incident Responders' with specific elevated
privileges. How can this content optimization be achieved in XSIAM to enforce data confidentiality while maintaining operational
efficiency?

A. Use a custom playbook to delete sensitive fields from alerts after a specific time.
B. Configure different 'Layout Contexts' for the 'Highly Confidential' alert type. One layout, applied by default, uses 'Field
Transformers' or 'Renderers' to mask sensitive fields. A second layout, applied only when a user is part of the 'Incident
Responders' group, displays the fields in plain text. This requires careful permission management and potentially custom
renderers that check user roles.
C. Encrypt the entire alert data and provide decryption keys only to authorized personnel.
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D. Implement separate XSIAM instances for sensitive and non-sensitive data.
E. Manually red-act sensitive information from alert details before assigning to analysts.

Answer: B

Explanation:
To achieve dynamic masking of sensitive fields based on user privileges within XSIAM alerts, the most sophisticated and efficient
method is to leverage 'Layout Contexts'. This allows defining different visual layouts for the same alert type based on conditions,
such as the user's group membership. For general analysts, a layout with 'Field Transformers' or 'Renderers' can be applied to mask
sensitive data. For privileged 'Incident Responders', a different layout (or the default) displays the data unmasked. This ensures data
confidentiality without impacting operational efficiency for authorized users. Options A, C, D, and E are either impractical, introduce
manual overhead, or do not leverage XSIAM's native content optimization for this granular control.

NEW QUESTION # 143 
An organization is deploying XSIAM and needs to integrate with a custom internal application that generates critical audit logs in a
proprietary JSON format, accessible via an authenticated REST API. The API only allows fetching data in chunks based on a
timestamp range. The XSIAM team wants to ensure continuous and complete ingestion of these logs. Describe the essential
components and logic required for a robust XSIAM integration for this scenario, including any specific XSIAM features that would
be leveraged.

A. Manually export the JSON logs from the application daily, compress them, and upload them via the XSIAM UI for batch
ingestion.
B. Set up an AWS Lambda function that periodically invokes the application's API, converts the JSON to a simple CSV, and
pushes it to an S3 bucket for XSIAM to collect.
C. Use a standard syslog forwarder to send the raw JSON data to XSIAM, relying on XSIAM's auto-parsing capabilities for
JSON.
D. Configure the application to directly send JSON data to a generic HTTP Event Collector endpoint in XSIAM without any
intermediary logic or parsing.
E. Deploy a dedicated XSIAM Data Collector configured with a custom parser to interpret the JSON. The Data Collector
will need a 'stateful' pulling mechanism using an execution script to manage API calls, timestamp tracking, and error handling,
pushing the parsed JSON to XSIAM's ingestion API.

Answer: E

Explanation:
Option A provides the most robust and complete solution. A dedicated XSIAM Data Collector is needed to establish connectivity
and process the data. The 'stateful pulling mechanism' with an execution script is crucial for managing the timestamp-based API calls,
ensuring no data loss and handling pagination/errors. A custom parser within XSIAM (or pre-processing in the script) is required for
the proprietary JSON. Option B is unlikely to handle authenticated REST APIs and timestamp-based fetching. Option C is manual
and not continuous. Option D introduces unnecessary AWS components. Option E implies the application can directly push, and
doesn't address the timestamp-based pulling or proprietary format without pre-processing.

NEW QUESTION # 144 

A. 

B. 



C. 
D. Pre-built 'Incident Analytics' reports are sufficient; custom MTTR calculations are not necessary.

E. 

Answer: C

Explanation:

NEW QUESTION # 145 
A large-scale XSIAM deployment is experiencing ingestion bottlenecks and high latency for certain critical data sources, specifically
network flow data from dozens of firewalls and identity logs from multiple Active Directory domains. The current architecture uses a
single Broker VM for all on-premise integrations. What steps should the XSIAM engineer take to diagnose and alleviate these
ingestion performance issues, considering the specific data types involved?

A. Increase the CPU and memory allocated to the single Broker VM, as this is the most common cause of performance
bottlenecks for all data types.
B. Implement an intermediate Kafka cluster on-premise to buffer all logs before forwarding them to the Broker VM, thus
smoothing out ingestion spikes.
C. Check the XSIAM cloud-side ingestion health metrics; the bottleneck is likely within the XSIAM cloud, not the on-
premise components.
D. Review the Broker VM's resource utilization (CPU, memory, network I/O) from the XSIAM console. For network flow
data, consider deploying additional Broker VMS in a load-balanced configuration to distribute the ingestion load. For identity
logs, optimize the AD query frequency and data volume transmitted.
E. Reduce the logging verbosity on the firewalls and Active Directory to decrease the overall volume of data being sent to
XSIAM.

Answer: D

Explanation:
Ingestion bottlenecks, especially with high-volume data like network flows and frequent identity updates, often point to resource
constraints or architectural limitations of the Broker VM. Option B is the most comprehensive and correct approach: 1. Diagnose:
Reviewing the Broker VM's resource utilization (CPU, memory, network I/O) from the XSIAM console is the first critical step. This
directly indicates if the Broker VM itself is becoming a bottleneck. 2. Network Flow Data: Network flow data (e.g., NetFlow,
IPFIX, firewall session logs) can be extremely high volume. A single Broker VM might be overwhelmed. Deploying additional
Broker VMS and distributing the firewall log forwarding across them (load-balancing) is a standard and effective scaling strategy for
high-volume data. Each Broker VM can handle a certain throughput. 3. Identity Logs: While generally lower volume than network
flows, frequent AD queries for identity updates can still impact performance. Optimizing the AD query frequency (e.g., using change
notifications instead of full syncs, or adjusting intervals) and ensuring only necessary data fields are transmitted can significantly
reduce the load. Option A: While increasing resources can help, it's a temporary fix if the architecture itself is not scalable for the
data volume. It's better to understand the specific bottleneck before just throwing more resources at it. Option C: An intermediate
Kafka cluster can help, but it adds complexity and is generally considered if the Broker VM scaling isn't sufficient or if there are
extreme burst patterns. It's not the primary or first-line solution for general ingestion bottlenecks with XSIAM Broker VMs. Option
D: Reducing logging verbosity should be a last resort, as it directly impacts detection capabilities by removing valuable telemetry.
Option E: While XSIAM cloud-side health should always be monitored, the description points to on-premise data sources and a



single Broker VM, making the Broker VM a more likely initial point of failure for bottlenecks.

NEW QUESTION # 146 
An organization is planning to implement an XSIAM automation to manage threat intelligence feeds. The workflow should: 1. Ingest
new IOCs from multiple commercial and open-source feeds daily. 2. Deduplicate and normalize these IOCs. 3. Enrich the IOCs
with internal context (e.g., whether the IOC has been observed in their environment before). 4. Automatically block high-confidence
malicious IPs/domains on their Palo Alto Networks NGFW. 5. Push any remaining, unblocked IOCs to an internal threat intelligence
platform for further human review. Which of the following XSIAM capabilities and planning considerations are essential to
successfully implement this multifaceted automation? (Select all that apply)

A. Ensuring the XSIAM 'Data Lake' is sufficiently sized to store all raw and processed IOC data for historical analysis.
B. Leveraging XSIAM's built-in threat intelligence connectors and creating custom parsers for non-standard feeds.
C. Configuring XSIAM 'Action' integrations for NGFW blocking and the internal TIP API communication.
D. Implementing a robust 'Error Handling' strategy within the playbook to manage API failures and unexpected data formats
gracefully.
E. Designing a multi-stage XSIAM Playbook with 'Conditional Steps' for decision making (e.g., high-confidence vs. low-
confidence IOCs) and 'Transformation' steps for normalization and enrichment.

Answer: A,B,C,D,E

Explanation:
This scenario requires a holistic approach leveraging multiple XSIAM capabilities. A: XSIAM's built-in connectors simplify ingestion,
and custom parsers handle unique feed formats. B: A multi-stage playbook with conditional and transformation steps is crucial for
the logic of deduplication, normalization, enrichment, and intelligent decision-making for blocking vs. review. C: XSIAM 'Action'
integrations are necessary to interact with the NGFW for blocking and the internal TIP for pushing data. D: Robust error handling is
vital for production-grade automation to ensure resilience against API failures or malformed data. E: Sufficient Data Lake sizing
ensures all ingested, processed, and enriched IOC data is retained for future historical analysis and correlation.

NEW QUESTION # 147
......
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