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Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q218-Q223):

NEW QUESTION # 218

An XSIAM engineer is investigating a persistent alert from an indicator rule that flags 'attempts to modify critical system files.' The
rule's current XQL is:

dataset = xdr _data | filter event type = 'File Write&=and file path in ('C:\W&ndows\System32\ntdll.d1l",
'C:\Windows\System32\kernel32.d11") and not prgcessihame = 'svchost.exe'

After analysis, it's determined that legitimate patching and antivirus updates are triggering these alerts. How should the engineer refine
this rule to eliminate these false positives while preserving detection of malicious activity?

e A Modify the XQL to include a check for the 'digital signature' of the process performing the write, ensuring it's not signed
by Microsoft or the organization's trusted vendors, specifically for update/patch processes.

e B. Remove the rule, as critical system file modification is too noisy to reliably detect with indicator rules.

e (. Filter by and exclude 'SYSTEM' user, as legitimate updates often run as SYSTEM.

e D. Add 'and not (process_name in ('nsiexec.exe', 'wusa.exe') and parent_process name ="' TrustedInstaller.exe') to the

XQL query.
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e E. Change the 'file_path' to only look for executable files with a .exe' extension, ignoring DLLs.
Answer: A

Explanation:

Option C is the most effective and robust solution for handling legitimate updates. Digital Signatures: Legitimate patching and
antivirus updates are almost always performed by digitally signed executables from trusted vendors (like Microsoft for OS updates,
or a reputable AV vendor). By filtering based on the absence of a valid, trusted digital signature, you can effectively distinguish
legitimate updates from malicious attempts to modify system files. This is a high-fidelity filter. Option A is a surrender. Option B is a
partial solution, as patchers and installers can use various processes and parent processes, and 'TrustedInstaller.exe' might not
always be the direct parent, also it's often more reliable to use signatures. Option D would eliminate many legitimate updates, as
SYSTEM often performs these, and also miss malicious activity by SYSTEM. Option E would completely miss malicious
modifications to critical DLLS, which is a common technique.

NEW QUESTION # 219
While using the playbook debugger, an engineer attaches the context of an alert as test data.
‘What happens with respect to the interactions with the list objects via tasks in this scenario?

e A The orignal content of the list is not altered, but the orignal context is, because XSIAM commands are running within
debug mode.

¢ B. The original content of the list and the original context are not altered, because Cortex XSIAM is running inside debug
mode.

e C. The orignal content of the list is altered, but the origmal context is not, because Cortex XSIAM commands interact directly
with the original list objects within debug mode.

¢ D. The original content of the list and the original context are altered, because Cortex XSIAM tasks interact directly with the
objects, even within debug mode.

Answer: B

Explanation:

‘When running the playbook debugger with attached test data, Cortex XSIAM operates entirely in debug mode, meaning neither the
original list objects nor the original context are altered. All interactions happen in an isolated debug environment to avoid impacting
production data.

NEW QUESTION # 220

An e-commerce company is evaluating its existing incident response (IR) procedures and tooling against XSIAM's capabilities. Their
current IR process is largely manual, relying on disparate logs from muiltiple point solutions (SIEM, EDR, Firewall logs) and manual
correlation. They use a separate ticketing system (Jira) for incident tracking. How does XSIAM's XDR/SIEM/SOAR convergence
benefit this company in improving its IR posture, and what specific steps should be taken during the XSIAM planning phase to
maximize these benefits?

¢ A Benefits: XSIAM is a pure SIEM, offering only enhanced log aggregation. Planning: Focus solely on ingesting more log
sources into XSIAM for better historical analysis.

e B. Benefits: XSIAM centralizes telemetry, automates correlation, and provides integrated response actions. Planning;: (1)
Map existing IR playbooks to XSIAM's XSOAR capabilities, identifying automation opportunities. (2) Define data ingestion
requirenents for all relevant security tools (endpoints, network, cloud, identity) to feed (3) Plan for API integrations with
existing systemns like Jira for bi-directional updates, rather than full replacement.

e C. Benefits: XSIAM provides an executive dashboard for security metrics. Planning: Configure executive reports to display
security posture improvements.

e D. Benefits: XSIAM is only for network-based threats. Planning; Ensure all network devices are Palo Alto Networks
NGFWs for full compatibility.

e E. Benefits: XSIAM replaces Jira and all existing security tools. Planning; Immediately decommission all legacy systems and
migrate incident data to XSIAM.

Answer: B

Explanation:
XSIAM's strength lies in its convergence of XDR, SIEM, and SOAR capabilities. For a company with manual IR, this translates to
significant benefits: Centralized Telemetry & Autormated Correlation: XSIAM ingests diverse data sources (endpoint, network,



cloud, identity, applications) and uses AI/ML to automatically correlate events across these domains, reducing manual effort and
improving detection accuracy. Integrated Response Actions (SOAR): XSIAM incorporates XSOAR's orchestration and automation
engine, allowing security teams to define and execute automated playbooks for enrichment, containment, and remediation directly
froman alert or incident. During planning, to maximize these benefits: 1. Playbook Mapping: Review existing manual IR procedures
and map themto XSOAR's automation capabilities. Identify which steps can be fully automated, partially automated, or require
human intervention, and design playbooks accordingly. 2. Data Ingestion Strategy: Ensure all critical security telemetry (endpoint logs
from Cortex XDR, network logs, cloud logs, identity logs) are properly configured for ingestion into XSIAM. This provides the
comprehensive data needed for XSIAM's analytics. 3. API Integrations: Rather than attempting a full replacement of existing
systens like Jira, plan for robust API integrations. This allows XSIAM to automatically create or update tickets in Jira, and
potentially receive updates from Jira back into XSIAM, maintaining workflow continuity and avoiding disruption during the transition.
This allows the organization to leverage XSIAM's capabilities while integrating with established operational tools.

NEW QUESTION # 221
Consider the following XSIAM correlation rule pseudo-code designed to detect a suspicious 'Golden Ticket' attack attempt, where
an attacker might try to use a forged Kerberos ticket:

rule 'Golden Ticket Attempt Detection® { profile_id = 'Kerberos_Anomaly_Profile/!/"detection { event_type =
‘authentication_log"’ and service name = 'krbtgt’ and result = "success| and source_ip in ('internal_network
segment ') and (NOT (process_name = 'lsass.exe' and username = 'SYSTEM")) and (duration > '5s' OR user_agent =

unknown') and (severity >= 'high' OR custom field 1 = 'suspicious™activity’') } correlation { antecedent events =
event_type = ‘authentication_log’ apd, Usernamé = triggered_event.username and result =

"failed' count(event) >= 5 within 3@0s group by = ['source_ip'] 3 { event_type =
‘process_creation_log"’ and process_name(=| 'mimikatz.exe' and target_username = triggered_event, username
within 600s } ] } actions { alertiseverity = 'Critical’ orchestration_playbook =
'Incident_Response Golden Ticket®' ()

Based on a new threat mtelligence report, a 'Golden Ticket' attack can now be executed without 'mimikatz.exe' and often involves a
'service ticket' request froma newly created user account. How should this XSIAM rule be optimized to align with the updated
threat intelligence, while maintaining a low false positive rate?

O Remove the process_creation_log correlation, and add an additional correlation for 'néwuser_creation_log' where account_age < 24h, then adjust the
service_name to include 'service_ticket' alongside 'krbtgt'.

) Increase the duration threshold to '60s' and remove the 'failed login® correlation‘@ntirely, relying only on the krbtgt success event.

O Change the service_name to only 'service_ticket' and add a global exelusfon for all successful Kerberos authentication events.

O Keep the existing rule as is, as 'Golden Ticket' always involves Mw:ztz, and the new information is irrelevant for rule optimization.

O Modify profile_id to 'Credential_Theft_Profile' and add a£0 IS8, - ce_ip = 'trusted AD_controllers').

A. Option E
B. Option B
C. Option A
D. OptionD
E. Option C

Answer: C

Explanation:

Option A is the most effective and accurate optimization. The updated threat intelligence states that Mimikatz is not always present
and new user accounts are involved, along with 'service ticket' requests. Removing the Mimikatz correlation and adding a

'new user creation log correlation with an 'account _age' condition directly addresses these points. Adjusting the service name to
mnclude 'service_ticket' broadens the mitial detection phase to cover the new attack vector. Options B, C, D, and E either degrade
the rule's effectiveness, introduce new false negatives, or are not directly relevant to the described threat intelligence update.

NEW QUESTION # 222

A global enterprise uses XSIAM for centralized security monitoring. They've discovered that highly critical but extremely noisy
network device logs (e.g., connection resets, high-volume legitimate traffic) are consuming excessive Data Lake storage and
impacting query performance, even after initial parsing, These logs contain useful metadata (source/dest IP, port, protocol) but most
of the raw message content is irrelevant for long-term retention or immediate security analysis, yet is still stored. To optimize storage,
reduce ingestion costs, and improve query efficiency without losing critical metadata, which Data Flow content optimization strategy
is best?

e A Implement a project() operation early in the Data Flow to remove the large, irrelevant raw message field (e.g.,
event.message) after extracting all necessary metadata, ensuring only optimized fields are stored in the Data Lake.
¢ B. Configure a retention policy on the Data Lake specific to these log types, setting a very short retention period (e.g., 7 days)



to limit storage consumption.

¢ C. Filter out these noisy logs entirely at the Data Collector level using a drop rule based on event type or source, losing all
metadata.

¢ D. Transform the raw log message content into a more compact, compressed format (e.g., Base64 encoded) before storing it
in the Data Lake, and deconpress it during XQL queries.

¢ E. Use XSIAM's 'Summarization' feature to aggregate these logs nto summary events, losing individual log details but
retaining counts and basic statistics.

Answer: A

Explanation:

Option B is the most effective content optimization strategy for this scenario. By using a operation (or an implicit projection project (
) by only keeping the fields you want), you explicitly select which fields are retained in the Data Lake. If the raw field is large and
event . message largely irrelevant after parsing, removing it after extracting all necessary metadata (like source/dest IP, port,
protocol) directly reduces storage consumption and improves query performance because XSIAM has less data to index and
retrieve. This is content optimization at its core, as you're optimizing the content that is actually stored. Option A leads to data loss.
Option C manages retention post-ingestion but doesn't optimize the ingested data itself. Option D might be useful for certain analytics
but loses granular details required for specific threat hunting. Option E adds complexity and query overhead for decompression.

NEW QUESTION # 223
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recognition of skills across the world.
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