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American Society of Microbiology ABMM Sample Questions (Q133-Q138):
NEW QUESTION # 133 
A clinical microbiology laboratory is performing Gram staining on a sputum sample. After adding the crystal violet stain, a delay in
the washing step with decolorizer (alcohol-acetone) would MOST likely result in:

A. Gram-positive bacteria appearing pink.
B. Poor adherence of the stain to Gram-positive bacteria.
C. Gram-negative bacteria appearing purple.
D. Increased background staining.

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 134 
A patient develops a febrile illness with a diffuse petechial rash after a camping trip. Serological testing reveals a four-fold rise in
antibody titer to Rickettsia rickettsii. The vector responsible for transmitting this organism is a:

A. Flea
B. Louse
C. Tick
D. Mosquito

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 135 
A child presents with a characteristic "slapped cheek" rash followed by a lacy, reticular rash on the trunk and extremities. The
causative agent is a single-stranded DNA virus belonging to the family Parvoviridae, known as:

A. Measles virus
B. Human parvovirus B19
C. Roseola virus (HHV-6)
D. Rubella virus

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 136 
The azole class of antifungal agents (e.g., fluconazole, voriconazole) exerts its effect primarily by inhibiting which fungal-specific
enzyme involved in membrane synthesis?

A. Squalene epoxidase
B. Chitin synthase
C. Lanosterol 14-alpha-demethylase
D. Beta-(1,3)-glucan synthase

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 137 
A patient with HIV infection and a very low CD4+ T-cell count develops a disseminated infection with a fungus that is commonly
found in pigeon droppings. The MOST likely causative agent is:

A. Saccharomyces cerevisiae
B. Cryptococcus gattii
C. Candida glabrata
D. Cryptococcus neoformans



Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 138
......
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