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AACN Critical Care Nursing Exam Sample Questions (Q21-Q26):
NEW QUESTION # 21 
A nurse teaches a mother of a 2-month-old infant to be sure that the floor is free of small objects when her child is crawling. The
reason for this is that:

A. it is very hazardous for them to pick up things from the floor.
B. the infant can easily pick up small objects
C. sharp objects can easily injure the infant's skin.
D. the infant could hide small objects making them harder to find.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Explanation: A 2-month-old infant already has the ability to use its fingers and thumbs in opposition (known as pincer grasp); this
therefore enables it to pick up small objects and put them into its mouth which could lead to aspiration.

NEW QUESTION # 22 
A child with hepatic failure received volume replacement. Following this therapy, laboratory tests reveal:
* PT: 14 sec
* PTT: 40 sec
* Hct: 36%
* Albumin: 3.5 g/dL
Before the patient undergoes a closed liver biopsy, further replacement should include:

A. PRBCs
B. Fresh frozen plasma
C. Cryoprecipitate
D. 5% albumin

Answer: B

Explanation:
APT of 14 seconds and PTT of 40 secondsare at the upper limit of normal, and the patient hashepatic failure
, which can lead tocoagulopathy. Prior to liver biopsy-a high-risk procedure forbleeding-FFP is administered to replace all clotting
factorsand reduce bleeding risk.
"Patients with liver dysfunction undergoing procedures should receive FFP if coagulopathy is present, as it replaces multiple clotting
factors synthesized in the liver." (Referenced from CCRN Pediatric - Direct Care: Hematology, Coagulation and Transfusion
Support)

NEW QUESTION # 23 
On assessment, the nurse notes that a 10-month-old child searches for and retrieves toys that disappear from view. Based on
Piaget's stages of cognitive development, the nurse would recommend which of the following toys or games?

A. Nesting toys
B. Peek-a-boo
C. Throw and retrieve
D. Rattle

Answer: A

Explanation:
Explanation: A nesting toy makes a good toy for a 10-month-old infant. At 8 to 12 months, or during the coordination of secondary
reactions, the child begins to learn that objects in the environment are permanent. That is why the child searches for and retrieves
toys that disappear from view. It is also during this time that infants experience separation anxiety.

NEW QUESTION # 24 



An infant has hypovolemic shock from severe diarrhea. Which of the following assessments demonstrates adequate tissue perfusion
following fluid resuscitation?
Capillary Refill
Urine Output
CVP
BP
a. 2 sec
0.5 ml/kg/hr
2 mm Hg
84/50
b. 3 sec
0.5 ml/kg/hr
6 mm Hg
72/44
c. 3 sec
1.2 ml/kg/hr
4 mm Hg
72/48
d. 2 sec
1.2 ml/kg/hr
8 mm Hg
80/54

A. Option B
B. Option C
C. Option A
D. Option D

Answer: D

Explanation:
Indicators ofadequate tissue perfusionfollowing fluid resuscitation include:
* Capillary refill #2 seconds
* Urine output #1 mL/kg/hr
* Normal CVP(4-10 mm Hg in infants)
* Age-appropriate blood pressure
Option D is the only one whereall parameters are within normal ranges, reflecting effective volume resuscitation and adequate
perfusion.
"Capillary refill <2 sec, urine output >1 mL/kg/hr, and CVP in the normal range indicate improved perfusion in shock management."
(Referenced from CCRN Pediatric - Direct Care: Multisystem, Shock States and Resuscitation Targets)

NEW QUESTION # 25 
The positive inotropic effects of dobutamine (Dobutrex) at 7 mcg/kg/min will produce an increase in which of the following
hemodynamic parameters?

A. Stroke volume and cardiac output
B. Preload and BP
C. Stroke volume and systemic vascular resistance
D. Cardiac output and peripheral vascular resistance

Answer: A

Explanation:
Dobutamine is abeta-1 agonistthat increases myocardial contractility. Its primary action isincreasing stroke volume and cardiac
output, withminimal effect on systemic vascular resistance, making it ideal for patients with low-output states.
"Dobutamine enhances myocardial contractility and increases cardiac output without significantly increasing systemic vascular
resistance, making it effective in heart failure with preserved perfusion." (Referenced from CCRN Pediatric - Direct Care:
Cardiovascular Pharmacology and Hemodynamic Support)



NEW QUESTION # 26
......
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