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CIDQ Interior Design Professional Exam Sample Questions (Q162-Q167):
NEW QUESTION # 162 
What are the three parts of a Construction Specification Institute (CSI) specification?

A. information, purchasing, installing
B. general, products, execution
C. allowance, alternate, application
D. requirements, finishes, construction

Answer: B

Explanation:
The Construction Specification Institute (CSI) MasterFormat organizes specifications into three parts: General (scope, conditions,
references), Products (materials, equipment), and Execution (installation methods, quality control). This structure, used in Division
02-49, ensures clarity andconsistency. Option B (allowance, alternate, application) mixes contract terms, not spec parts. Option C
(information, purchasing, installing) is vague and incorrect. Option D (requirements, finishes, construction) lacks specificity. General,
products, execution (A) is the standard CSI format.
Verified Answer from Official Source:A - general, products, execution
"CSI specifications are divided into three parts: General, Products, and Execution, providing a standardized framework for project
requirements." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 4: Specifications) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ adopts CSI's
three-part structure to ensure designers specify materials and methods comprehensively, aligning with industry standards.
Objectives:
* Understand specification organization (IDPX Objective 4.1).

NEW QUESTION # 163 
A conflict on the job site impacts the location of a wall sconce, requiring an adjustment. The BEST way to communicate this change
is for the

A. interior designer to provide a sketch as part of a supplemental instruction
B. electrical engineer to issue an addenda as part of the contract documents
C. general contractor to request a change directive prior to making a change
D. interior designer to request the electrical engineer issue a change order

Answer: A

Explanation:
During construction, minor adjustments like relocating a wall sconce (not affecting cost or schedule significantly) are best handled
through a Supplemental Instruction (SI), a document issued by the designer to clarify or adjust details without formal contract
changes. The interior designer, responsible for the design intent, provides a sketch within an SI to communicate the change
efficiently. Option A (change order) is for significant alterations involving cost/time, not minor adjustments. Option C (change
directive) is contractor- initiated and typically precedes a change order, not designer-driven. Option D (addenda) applies pre-
contract, not during construction. SI is the most appropriate and efficient method here.
Verified Answer from Official Source:B - interior designer to provide a sketch as part of a supplemental instruction
"Supplemental Instructions (SI) are used by the designer to communicate minor changes or clarifications during construction, such as
adjustments to fixture locations, without altering the contract scope." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 3: Contract
Administration) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ emphasizes that SIs maintain design intent and streamline
communication for non-substantial changes, keeping projects on track without unnecessary formality.
Objectives:
* Manage construction phase communications (IDPX Objective 3.5).

NEW QUESTION # 164 
What is the rentable square footage [m²] of a building?

A. the tenant suite including a percentage of common areas of a building such as lobbies, corridors, vertical penetrations,
hallways and restrooms (washrooms)
B. the tenant suite including all of common areas of a building such as lobbies, corridors, hallways and restrooms (washrooms)
C. the common and shared areas of a building such as lobbies, corridors, stairwells, meeting rooms, hallways and restrooms
(washrooms) used by all building tenants



D. the tenant suite not including any common and shared areas of a building

Answer: A

Explanation:
Rentable square footage, per BOMA standards, includes the tenant's usable area plus a pro-rata share of common areas (e.g.,
lobbies, corridors, restrooms, vertical penetrations), calculated via a load factor. Option A (tenant suite only) is usable sf, not
rentable. Option B (all common areas) overstates the tenant's share.
Option D (common areas only) excludes tenant space. Option C (tenant suite plus percentage of common) accurately reflects
rentable sf, used for leasing calculations.
Verified Answer from Official Source:C - the tenant suite including a percentage of common areas of a building such as lobbies,
corridors, vertical penetrations, hallways and restrooms (washrooms)
"Rentable square footage includes the tenant suite plus a proportional share of common areas like lobbies and corridors, per BOMA
standards." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 2: Project Coordination) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ adopts
BOMA's definition, ensuring designers understand rentable area for space planning and client agreements.
Objectives:
* Calculate rentable space (IDPX Objective 2.1).

NEW QUESTION # 165 
What is the MINIMUM fire rating for a door in a 2-hour fire separation wall?

A. 3/4-hour
B. 2-hours
C. 1 1/2-hours
D. 1-hour

Answer: C

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's knowledge of fire safety requirements, specifically those outlined in the International
Building Code (IBC), which is referenced for determining fire ratings of building components. A fire separation wall with a 2-hour
rating requires doors that meet specific fire resistance standards.
* IBC Requirements:According to the IBC (2018 Edition), Section 716.5, the fire rating of a door (fire door) in a fire-rated wall
must be at least 3/4 of the wall's rating, with a minimum rating of 45 minutes (3/4-hour) and a maximum requirement of 3 hours. For
a 2-hour fire-rated wall:
* 3/4 of 2 hours = 1.5 hours (1 1/2 hours).
* Therefore, the door must have a minimum fire rating of 1 1/2 hours.
* Option A (3/4-hour):A 3/4-hour (45-minute) rating is the minimum for doors in 1-hour fire-rated walls, not 2-hour walls, so this is
insufficient.
* Option B (1-hour):A 1-hour rating is also insufficient, as it does not meet the 3/4 requirement for a 2- hour wall (1.5 hours).
* Option C (1 1/2-hours):This meets the IBC requirement of 3/4 of the wall's rating (1.5 hours) for a 2- hour fire separation wall,
making it the correct minimum fire rating for the door.
* Option D (2-hours):While a 2-hour rating exceeds the minimum requirement, it is not necessary, as the IBC allows a 1 1/2-hour
rating for a 2-hour wall. A 2-hour rated door may be used but is not the minimum required.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from the International Building Code, as referenced in NCIDQ IDPX study materials.
"Fire door assemblies in fire walls or fire barriers with a fire-resistance rating greater than 1 hour but less than
4 hours shall have a minimum fire-protection rating of 1 1/2 hours." (International Building Code, 2018 Edition, Section 716.5, Table
716.5) The IBC specifies that for a 2-hour fire-rated wall, the minimum fire rating for a door is 1 1/2 hours, as outlined in Table
716.5. This ensures the door provides adequate fire protection while allowing for practical construction standards, making Option C
the correct answer.
Objectives:
* Understand fire rating requirements for building components (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Codes and Standards).
* Apply IBC guidelines to ensure fire safety in design (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Building Regulations).

NEW QUESTION # 166 
The PRIMARY reason for the submittal process during Contract Administration is for the designer to

A. Alter product specifications prior to the final order



B. Confirm the quantity of material to be ordered
C. Verify that the dimensions conform to the site conditions
D. Check for conformance with the contract documents

Answer: D

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of the submittal process during contract administration. Submittals are
documents or samples provided by the contractor to the designer for review, ensuring that the materials and products being used
align with the project requirements.
* Option A (Confirm the quantity of material to be ordered):The quantity of material is typically determined by the contractor based
on the contract documents and is not the primary purpose of the submittal process. The designer may review quantities as part of the
process, but this is secondary.
* Option B (Alter product specifications prior to the final order):The submittal process is not intended for the designer to alter
specifications; it is to verify that the proposed materials meet the existing specifications. Altering specifications would require a
change order, not a submittal.
* Option C (Check for conformance with the contract documents):This is the correct choice. The primary purpose of the submittal
process is for the designer to review the contractor's proposed materials, products, or shop drawings to ensure they conform to the
contract documents (e.g., specifications, drawings). This ensures that the project is built as designed and meets all requirements.
* Option D (Verify that the dimensions conform to the site conditions):While dimensions may be reviewed as part of shop drawings,
verifying site conditions is typically the contractor's responsibility during construction. The submittal process focuses on conformance
with the design intent, not site verification.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on contract administration and the submittal process.
"The primary purpose of the submittal process is for the designer to check that the proposed materials and products conform to the
contract documents, ensuring compliance with the design intent." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Contract Administration Section)
The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide clearly states that the submittal process is designed to ensure conformance with the contract
documents, allowing the designer to verify that the contractor's selections meet the project's requirements. This makes Option C the
correct answer.
Objectives:
* Understand the purpose of the submittal process in contract administration (NCIDQ IDPX Objective:
Contract Administration).
* Apply review processes to ensure design compliance (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Construction Administration).

NEW QUESTION # 167
......
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